
 

President's Report 
 

As our golf season draws to a close and with the Avon 
Valley fiscal year about to end on October Oct.31, it's  time 
to take a minute to reflect on the year that was. 
 
First, we welcomed over a 130 new members  a huge 
accomplishment in a time when most clubs are working 
very hard just to maintain what they already have. Despite 
some resignations, our net increase was over 90. 
 
Second, we continue to remain in a very strong financial 
position and should finish the year well within budget, not 
bad when you take in what Mother Nature occasionally 
threw at us this season. 
 
Third I believe most of our members and guests had a 
positive experience at Avon Valley, based on many 
comments to Brad, myself and other Board members over 
the course of the year. 
 
Our Club events were well attended as usual, and our 
Junior program continued to grow- from what I understand, 
if these young boys and girls keep at it like they are, they're 
going to make us all very proud in the future. 
 
So the question is, how did we do this in a time when the 
economy continues to be weak and many jobs have been 
lost in the valley? I believe it starts in 2008 when the Board 
of Directors made the decision to hire a full time General 
Manager and has worked with him since, with the goal to 
continue to provide our members and guests with one of the 
best groomed course in the province, with staff who 
understand how important it is to provide friendly service 

in a professional manner at all times. 
 
We looked hard at what we charge our members and guests 
to play at Avon Valley, seeking to ensuring competitive 
membership and green fee rates and dropping the dreaded 
initiation fee while getting into innovative marketing such 
as the 10-packs of green fee, ensuring competitive Pro Shop 
goods & services pricing as well as food & beverage prices, 
also renewing the power car fleet and offering attractive 
rates to increase their use. Less obviously, we did things 
like spending money to save money, for example in the 
case of some new equipment buys like our reel sharpener 
that's on the way to having paid for itself in just one year 
thanks to eliminating payments for this service. 
 
Our members contributed significantly as well: for starters, 
they gave up some of their playing time in support of our 
hosting a number of our revenue-generating corporate 
tournaments. They supported our efforts to bring more 
discipline to booking procedures, resulting in increased 
green-fee revenue. They also rolled up their sleeves and 
pitched in to help with the spring clean up after one of our 
most difficult winters on record. 
 
To Brad, Dean, Robert, Jean all our staff and my fellow 
Board members,  thank you for a job very well done! 
Thanks too, to our members and guests for making Avon 
Valley your choice: whatever else is said about how the 
Club works, we know we're especially fortunate in this,  
and we'll all continue to work for you in the years to come 
to make Avon Valley even better then it is today. 
 

 
Kirk Stephen, President 
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2011 Board of Directors and Portfolios 
 

Kirk Stephen……………..……….… President 
Bob Purcell …………..……Vice President 
Ross MacLean…………..…………. Treasurer 
Gavin Hemphill.…………...….……  Secretary 
Mike Hartlen.………………….. Past President 
Wayne Northup…………….……......Match & 

Entertainment 
Paul Reynolds…………….....…….....Publicity 
Peter Francis…....………..Long Term Planning 

& Development 
Glen Earley..……………. Junior Development 
Trent MacKeen ……….….. Grounds & Greens 
Rob Sweet……………..…………Membership 
Jim Howard…………..……………..Handicap 

 

 
 

 

Contact Board members by leaving a message at 902-798-4654 or e-mail avgcc@win.eastlink.ca 

 
 

Volunteers Needed/ Ideas Welcome 
 

All  members are invited to take an interest in the functioning of the Club. You can volunteer to become a member of any 
Committee convened by the Board of Directors, or volunteer to assist in various other ways as may be needed from time 
to time (tournaments/ other events/ projects). And if you see something that could or should be done to improve the Club 
or the way things are done, please let us know! 
 
If you are interested, want more information or have any suggestions to offer, please contact Kirk Stephen at 902-798-
4360 / kirkstephen@eastlink.ca, any other Board member as indicated above, or  Brad Corkum, our General Manager at 
902-798-4405 / genmgr@eastlink.ca. 
 

 

Board Member Bio 
 
Bob Purcell, the current Vice President, has 
been a member of Avon Valley since circa 
1980. As a recycled Board member, over the 
years Bob has enjoyed experiences on the 
House and Grounds, Canteen, Greens and 
Long Range Planning committees as well as 
serving two terms as President. Bob's interests 
outside of Avon Valley are also sports related,  
participating as a player and later as a coach 

in hockey and lacrosse. It's Bob's hope that his not-too-distant retirement from 40-+ years in the electrical industry, 
including 25 with Rockwell Automation, will provide the opportunity to travel less and spend more time with his ever 
growing extended family- while  perhaps playing the occasional  round of golf. So when you hear, "Next on the  tee are 
Purcell , Purcell , Purcell and Purcell", maybe one will be Bob. 
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General Manager's Report 
 
October has been another in a series of wet months. We 
have received almost a foot of rain this month (as of the day 
of writing) and the month is not over. This had led to 
several days in which the conditions left us no choice but to 
close: the ground is saturated and we will need some really 
favourable conditions to dry the course out at this time of 
year to extend the season . 
 
Financially the club had a successful season and we have 
done better than budget. We would like to thank the 
members for making 2011 a record season. Your support of 
the Pro Shop and kitchen more than made up the loss in 
guest revenue due to rain. It was particularly gratifying the 
strong support of the Club shown by our new members. 
Many of our new members came out for the spring clean up 
and were also strong supporters of the Pro Shop and 
kitchen. It was also great to see new members playing in so 
many of our club events. The future of Avon Valley looks 
bright. 
 
This was a difficult season to make budget with such poor 
weather. We could not have overcome these obstacles with 
out the dedication and hard work of all staff. All season 
long we received compliments on the condition of the 
course and that we were the best conditioned club that  

golfers had played. Members and guests a like had nothing 
but praise for the kitchen and the Pro Shop. Many members 
and guest popped their heads in my office to tell me how 
happy they were with the service provided by our staff.  We 
are all fortunate to have such a strong team-and such 
appreciative members! 
 
We would like to thank all the members who volunteered 
this season. It all started this year with the spring clean up, 
and in August members volunteered in large numbers to 
help make NS senior 4 Ball a success.  Wayne and Cindi 
Northup and their committee once again did a great job of 
hosting all our club tournaments including our "signature" 
Mixed Invitational.  Thanks to Darell Garland and his 
Committee for making Men's Night another season-long 
great success, ditto to Cindi (again) and Cathy McGinnis re 
the Ladies Night.. Dave Tarr and his committee had another 
successful season for our Thursday  Seniors men's  group, a 
lot of fun fellowship was had by all. Finally, I would like to 
thank the Board for volunteering their time and for all their 
efforts and support. 
 
Once again,  thanks for the privilege of serving as your 
manager- and remember- my door is always open, please 
feel free to drop in.  

 

Brad Corkum, General Manager 
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Editorial/ Publicity 
 

Promises, promises.  In the May edition I had promised to 
publish original submissions from members on any subject, 
didn't get any. Promise unfulfillable.   
 
I asked for submissions from older members on how they 
got into golf, got only one, an excellent one,  & published it 
(thanks Carroll): despite soliciting a few other folk directly, 
didn't get any more.  Promise partially kept.   
 
I promised to see what other Clubs were doing re 
newsletters and did a review of all Valley club websites, 
finding only one "fit" to report on: because I didn't keep 
looking at other Clubs, promise only partially kept.  
 
I mentioned a possible survey, this one is "on hold" as the 
survey will be conducted by e-mail during the off-season. 

The moral of the story so far has to do with chewing about 
what you bite off, or however that old saying goes.  
Meanwhile, (adroitly changing the subject)...   
 
For the season to date, i.e. since April 1 2011,  the website 
has had over 102, 000 page loads from about 46,000 unique 
visitors, which averages almost 500 page loads per day 
from a daily average of over 200 visitors. This compares 
with 73,500 page loads from over 33,100 visitors averaging 
350 page loads per day from an average of about 160 daily 
visitors for the same period in 2010.   
 
Potential advertisers might want to chew on the above, 
noting that if you sponsor a tee-box sign or newsletter ad, 
you receive a free banner ad on the website which shows in 
independently timed rotations on all of our pages.  

 

P. Reynolds, Publicity 
 
 

Grounds and Greens 
 

A brief pictorial essay updating last month's report on the paving project. One of the new-this-Spring trees on 2 was down 
and up again twice during October thanks to the floods- themselves too painful to picture here, wait for the on-line edition.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

(for) Trent MacKeen, Grounds and Greens 



__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Avon Go Round on-line edition, October 30, 2011     page 5 

Avon Valley Senior Men's Association (Thursday Seniors) 
2011 Annual Report 

 
n Thursday, September 29th at 2:00 PM, the 2011 annual meeting and dinner was held at the Clubhouse facilities 
with a total of 60 members and 2 guests in attendance.  Dave Tarr, President opened the meeting with a call for a 
moment of silence for Jim Alford who passed away during the year. He then reviewed a few items which he 

wanted to bring to the attention of the members, beginning by the reminder to all members to be sure to record their 
names on the weekly sign-up sheet on Thursday (before they leave) for the following week's competition. 
 

Discussions with the members resulted in the following motions being passed: 
 

�  That all members wanted to continue for next season , the weekly prize given for those who “miss the cut”.  
�  That in cases where there are only three golfers in a given group, the extra putt may be taken by that golfer whom 

the group feels will produce the most beneficial results, without any restrictions as to who may take the putt. 
 

The Vice-president, Murray Stenton then reviewed the following items for the members: 
 

1. He informed the membership that he had created a set of Articles of Association for the organization and that the 
full text of the Articles was available in the September issue of the Avon Go Round.. He briefly highlighted the 
main items the Articles contained and informed the members that they were part of what the bank required for the 
association to set up a formal bank account for non-profit organizations. As of July 6 of this year, the bank 
account had been established at the Bedford branch of the Royal Bank and its creation now allows for more 
flexibility than the old account. Now, either the Treasurer or the Vice-president may sign cheques (whereas before 
only one was authorized), and the details of the account transactions may be accessed online at any time required, 
rather than depending only on the receipt of monthly bank statements in the regular mail. 

 

2. He clarified the tee off positions to be used for holes 3,5,6,10,13,14,and 16 for the Thursday Competitions. On 
each of these holes, if the tee marker has been placed on what would be the blue position for that hole, the golfer 
will tee off from the middle of the White tee off position. If the tee marker is already within the normal white tee 
off placement, the golfer tees up at that location 

 

3. Moved by M. Stenton, seconded by Dave Scott, 
That future competitions will now include at least one scramble format, with a second one to be determined at the 
discretion of the Executive and that each member of the group teeing off must have three of their drives used 
during the round. Motion carried 

 

4. Moved by M. Stenton, seconded by D. Scott:  
That the all future year end stroke play competitions include a prize category for first and second low gross but 
that the annual stroke play trophy continue to be awarded to the person with the lowest net stroke score. Motion 
carried.  

 

The Vice-president then identified the top winners during the year for the weekly competition and poker categories as 
well as the overall winners: these were as follows (the final weekly score from Sept. 22, previously unreported, follows): 
 

Competitions: 
First place, with 6 wins 

 

Dan McNeil 

Second place, a five way tie, each with 3 wins 
 

L. Anthony  W. Fox,   D. Scott, 
C. Kinsman,  R. Woodworth 

 

Poker 
First place, two tied with 4 wins each 
 

J. Davis   T. Hayashi 

Second place, two tied with 3 wins each, 

 

 J. Conway  J. MacDonald 

 

Overall wins (competition and poker) 
First place, with 6 wins 
 

D. Mc Neil 

Second place, a five way tie, each with 4 wins 
 

L. Anthony,   J. Davis,  W. Fox 
T. Hayashi  J. MacDonald 

 

O
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The Vice -president also presented to the meeting a review of the financial statement as prepared by the Treasurer, John 
Moignard who was unable to attend due to illness. The highlights of the statement are as follows: 
 

 
BEGINNING CASH BALANCE, 2011 
 
Add:  Annual membership fees  
 Weekly Fees received 
 Play off 
Total revenue added  
 
TOTAL CASH AVAILABLE 
 
Less Expenses: 
 Annual Banquet 
 Stationery  
 Expense refund to D. Tarr for printer ink & pictures 
 Cost of Plaque and engraving 
 Prize certificates for finale 
 Prize certificates for non-winners during the year 
 Bank Charges  
 Total Expenses  
 
ENDING CASH BALANCE , SEPT. 30, 2011 

 
  

 
$ 1,520.00 

$ 552.00 
$ 265.00 

$ 2,337.00 
 
 
 
 

$ 1,518.50 
24.76 
30.00 
21.79 

495.00 
200.00 
12.00 

$ 2,302.05 
 
 

 
$ 176.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 

$ 2,513.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$ 210.95 
 

 
 

Final weekly report, 2011 
 

Date Sept 22 

Prizes $33.75 
 

Competitions Brian van Tassel 

Noel Pyne 

Fred Feeney 

Jim Cunningham 
 

Poker Ken Cogan 

Steve LeBlanc 

C.P. Williams 

Wendell Fox 
 

Missed Cut Ralph Dickey 

( $5.00) Bob Barry 

Fred McInnis 
Don Simmons 
 

 

 

 
 

A full report on the Finale Tournament and Banquet is on the following pages. 
 

The Executive sincerely thanks kitchen staff for a most excellent meal and 
Clayton Gillingham for taking over 50 pictures of the event. Approximately 50 
pictures will be developed and posted on the Thursday Seniors bulletin board for 
any members to remove and keep if they wish. 
 

Finally, sincere thanks to Jean and the Pro Shop staff for all their assistance this 
year. 
  

Dave Tarr, President 
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Thursday Seniors Finale, September 29, 2011 
 

 

 
Congratulations to the 2011 winner of the Dinosaur Trophy 

and $50, Gary Shupe with a net score of 65 
 

Honourable mention to runner-up Bob Ivey, $40, net 65 

 

 

 

Murray Stenton reviewing the group's  
Articles of Association from the September  

Avon Go Round 

 
 

3rd Low Net John Haysom ($30) 66 
 

12th Low Net Fred McInnis ($15) 69 
 

Closest to hole 
Ralph Dickey  $25 
 
Closest to line 
Carroll Kinsman $25 
 
Hole-in-one (earlier) 
J. Gordon Macdonald $25 

4th Low Net Owen Lapierre ($25) 66 13th Low Net Rollie Lee ($15) 70 
5thLow Net Tom Thomas ($25) 66 14th Low Net Dan McNeil ($15) 70 
6th Low Net Ralph Dickey ($20) 67 15th Low Net Ken Cogan ($15) 71 
7th Low Net Brad O’Connell ($20) 68 16th Low Net Dave Tarr ($15)  71 
8th Low Net Ross Woodworth ($20) 69 17th Low Net Cyril Woodman ($15) 71 
9th Low Net Al Baker ($20)  69 18th Low Net Tim Purcell ($15) 71 
10th Low Net John Gomes ($20) 69 19th Low Net Murray Stenton ($15) 71 
11th Low Net Dave Scott ($15) 69 20th Low Net Dave Stuart ($15 72 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2011 Return on Investment winners:  
 

With gratitude, this prize category honours our generous members who declined to win anything during the 
2011 season in favour of their fellow competitors. 
 

 

Maurice Baker $20  
Graydon Hanf $20  
Charles Warren $20  
Ralph Williams $20  

 

Bob Barry  $15  
Rod Hunter  $15  
Dave Pollard  $15  
Marty Wexler  $15  

 

Carole Belliveau $10  
Grant Chisholm $10  
Herb Hinds  $10  
Glen Stewart  $10  

 

 
More pictures in the added on-line Gallery- page 15 
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What???  from Where??? 
The Avon Go Round Photo Identification Contest 

 

Here's how it works: 
 
 
Last month we printed part of a photo (below) and you 
were invited to send your guess of WHAT was being 
shot  FROM WHERE on the course, to 
PublicityAVGCC@gmail.com, or to leave it in an 
envelope addressed to "What from Where" with the 
Pro Shop.  A possible answer to this one  might be, 
"Part of # 8 green from the bush to the left" 
 

 

 
 
Then in the following issue we show the whole photo, as above, 
indicating the cropped portion.. 
 

 

A single prize of $5 will be awarded each month, good for the dining room.  The answer suggested above could qualify 
for "closest to the hole" & could be the winner if there were no replies that were "in the hole"- in this case. "part of # 8 
green from the # 5 lower tee."  The indicators are a combination of the distance and the lateral angle which includes a 
house on the Falmouth Back Road and- look closely- a power tower.  
 

In case of multiple entries that are materially correct, the winning entry will be determined by draw.  For the August, 
2011 contest there were only four (4) entries, three of which were fully correct and one where the participant should have 
used a 5-wood instead of an 8-iron- right Jim?  Their names were drawn from a hat and the winner is Gil Maling:  we'll 
have a voucher waiting for her in the Pro Shop by the end of the month. 
  

 

So here's the October,  2011 pic, taken October 11, by Matt from the Pro Shop, his camera's a lot better than mine so look 
carefully, there's more detail in play.   
 

 

 
 
 
Have fun... & please make sure your 
entries are in by the deadline for the 
annual November Online Only edition, 
of the Avon Go Round, i.e. 
 November 15.   

 
A final hint- you can also check this out in full colour in the on-line version of the Avon Go Round. And if this helps, the 
full-size pic measures 1800 x 1200 pixels in the original, a little smaller than usual, from which the (smaller) 810 x 360 
pixel contest pic has been cropped, then re-sized (in proportion) to best fit the page.  
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Match & Entertainment 
 
2011 Cec Scott & Norm Clarke/ Harvest Scramble, October 9 
 

A total of 23 teams turned out on a perfect Autumn day to vie for the honours at the annual Cec Scott & Norm Clarke 
Harvest Scramble. The results are as follows. 
 

 

 
Low Gross - 62, and 

winners of the Cec Scott Trophy, 
 

Al Dauphinee Sr Al Dauphinee Jr 
Mike Machel  Ian VanZoost 

 

 
Low Net - 45.25, and 

winning the Norm Clarke Trophy 
 

Doug Findlay Sr Doug Findlay Jr 
Ross Buck  Bud Brown 

   

 

  

 
Low Gross Mixed Team– 66 

 
Heather Pearson Rod Macpherson 
Wayne Northup  Shawn Macdonald 

Low net Mixed team– 47.25 
 

Tim Pace Karen Pace 
Joel Corkum Treena Corkum 

 
 

Closest To Holes 
 

#  5 Terry Harvey  9’15”  #  8 Murray Ingram  9’6” 
# 11 Steve Ingram  10”  # 15 J D Mackinnon  9’1 

 

 
More pics in the added  on-line Gallery, p. 14 
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2011 Match Play: on-line edition update 
 

The final match for the Daniels U-Pick Trophy will be played on Oct 26, our print deadline: This online edition now 
reflect the results, congrats Dean! A picture will be added to the website Match Play Records once received. 
 

First Match Second Match Final Match Champion 
    
Dean Woodman    
 Dean Woodman     
Brad Corkum    
  Dean Woodman  
Robert MacPherson    
 Robert Macpherson   
Wayne Northup    
   Dean Woodman 
Steve Ingram    
 Chris McCarthy   
Chris McCarthy    
  Al Dauphinee Jr  
Wade Cornell    
 Al; Dauphinee Jr   
Al Dauphinee Jr    
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2011 Die Hard, October 15 
 

A total of 40 members (paired up more-or-less randomly) participated in this year's Die Hard played under windy, but 
sunny and fairly comfortable conditions after a night of significant rainfall.  Could have been much worse, and they would 
have played anyway.  The results are as follows: 

 

 
Die Hard Champions 2011 

Cindi Northup & Bill Chipman-   Net 62 
 

 

 
2nd. Place: Janice Pace & 
Wayne Northup-   Net 67.5 

 

 

 
3rd. Place: Paul McAdam & 
Brian Johnston- Net 68 

 

 

 
Closest to Hole #   5-  Jeff Bourque 
Closest to Hole # 15- Darrold Ladouceur  
   (pictured) 
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Tales from the Bardroom 
 

The scene: Bedroom of Will Slakesbeer, Bard of Falmouth-upon-Avon and his wife, Ann Hatherways.  They are in bed,  
 Ann reading and Will looking through an envelope of photos he had found, trying to determine if he knew who to 
 return them to. 
 

Will:  Hah! Dis is a tropical picture in light 'a  sometin' I saw in de paper! 
 

Ann (continuing to read, doesn't want to be nosy so doesn't look up): Topical., you mean. What's it about? 
 

Will:  Well lemme back yiz up a bit. Couple a Fridays ago I wuz over to de Club, someone had left a Globan Male on 
 one a de tables in the dining room, so I wuz leafin t'rough it.  
 

Ann: The Globe and Mail? 
 

Will:  Dat's what I said. So I'm leafin' t'rough it an dere's dis article from Florida 'bout a politician who wants ta get rid a 
 de legal ban on dwarf-tossin' in de bars.  Dat's where… 
 

Ann: (sharply) I know what it is, it's disgusting. 
 

Will: (conciliatory) I agrees wit' yiz, I'm jist reportin'.  The politician buddy, a Publican, sez his reason is dat it will help 
 reduce unemployment among little people who could udderwise git dese jobs.  An opposin' Demo-cat 
 repersentative  wuz as quick as you wuz  ta criticize, but fer de reason dat it shows de Publicans don't understan' 
 de economy, an' not dat it's, as you sez, disgustin'! Strange place, dat Florida, ever'one missin' da point like dat.. 

 
 

 

Ann:  Anyway, what's your point? 

 

Will:  Well here's de tropical picture from dis envelope I foun'.  If whoever owns 
 'em  ever takes dis kid ta Florida, dis shirt might help ta keep 'er safe- 
 assumin' da tossers can read. 
 

Ann: (sputtering) Will,… do you really think…Are you sure you... (doesn't 
 know what to say next,  finally  gives it  up) 
 
 

 
 

 

- Upcoming - 
Final tournament, the Iron Person rang 
game, Nov 5- entries close Oct 30. 

 

Watch for the on-line version of this issue, 
expected to be posted on the website  by 
October 31- with more pics. 

 

And in a few weeks, expect  the annual 
online-only November edition, highlighting 
Club improvements over the season and 
more! 
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Gallery Pages 
 

Grounds & Greens (& Inland Seas): I was tempted to have a contest with this, but it's too depressing a subject.  
Question would have been, Which of the following was taken  October 5, and which was from October 20?   
 

Google Earth shows the stream (Allen Brook) flowing past 5 behind the trees to the right of the pond , then roughly 
parallel to 16 on the far side of the red-staked marshy area & ultimately meandering into the Avon River.  Unfortunately, 
at this location outgong volume doesn't seem to be as great as incoming. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Thanks to Foster in the Pro Shop & Marg Chipman for the photos. 
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Cec Scott/ Norm Clarke/ Harvest Scramble- extra  pics 
 
Unfortunately there were no extra pics supplied for the Die Hard this year. 
 

 

 
Excellent, sunny playing conditions… 

 

 
… & eveyone went home with something! 

 
 

 
Wayne &J.D. MacKinnon, closest to hole 15… 

 

 
…& with Murray Ingram, closest to hole 8 
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More from the Thursday Seniors' Finale 
 
 

 
All hands on deck 

 

 
Specchwriting 
 

 
Saving seats for their buddies 

 
Armed & dangerous 
 

 

See you all some Thursday next year ! 
 

 
… / more 
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Frost delay, Oct 12 
 

 
 

Some panoramic compression from Matt in the Pro Shop: Matt supplied the "What??? from Where???" pic on page 8,  
& this would be the  "What the heck??? from Where in heck???" version.   

 

 
 

Look for the November on-line only edition of the Avon Go Round in a few weeks! 


