
A note from the Junior Development Committee 

 

There's an old quote from a long time ago that begins by saying "youth will be served" and that certainly was 

the case during our 2015 golf season. 
 

I'm very pleased to report that the Avon Valley Junior Development Program had close to 60 of our area's finest 

young golfers participate in this past season's Junior program. Approximately 85% of our Junior members took 

advantage of the weekly golf lessons that took place every week from the beginning of July to the end of 

August. Even while taking into account such things as family vacations and other sports that our Juniors were 

involved with, in groups where the average size was 10, we consistently had 8 to 10 members in each 

designated group show up for their weekly sessions. 
 

Highlighting these weekly sessions was the knowledge that was passed on to players from our CPGA teaching 

brother duo of Jeff and Todd Bishop. It's one thing to have the knowledge of what goes into being able to play 

golf but quite another to be able to transfer that knowledge to others. When your audience is a much younger 

age group, it can be even more challenging. However, both of these young gentlemen were able to transfer what 

they know about swinging a golf club in a way that made it quite easy for our Junior members to understand. In 

other words, in plain English and no information overload. 
 

I am very pleased to report that the Bishop brothers will be returning for the 2016 season and we look forward 

to them once again working with our younger members. 
 

As the 2015 season wore on, our Junior members were able to put what they had learned on the range with Jeff 

and Todd to good use. They did so by participating in a couple of club tournaments: we held the annual  Junior 

Club Championship in the first half of August following the inaugural Junior "Friendly Tee" tournament at the 

end of July. With about two dozen of our young members participating in each of these events, there was no 

lack enthusiasm or fun being displayed. 
 

The Junior members who rose to prominence in these two tournaments in their respective categories were: 

Natalie Rippey, Liam Parker, Ryan Martin, Eileen Benoit, Colin Parker, Leah Earley, Blake Macpherson, 

Heidie Harvie, Jack Gordon, & Emily Trider. 
 

With the 2016 Junior/ Pee-wee instructional & playing season about to be start, we look forward to another fun 

season and expect that we will see the majority of players returning. With that in mind, I wanted to advise of 

some key dates that have been determined at this point. Please mark your calendars for the following: 
 

NSGA JUNIOR/ JUVENILE/ BANTAM CHAMPIONSHIP'S  

Chester Golf Club,  Monday July 18th - Thursday, July 21
st
 

  

AVON VALLEY JUNIOR INVITATIONAL - Thursday, July 28
th 

 

AV JUNIOR CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP (Mon-Tues August 8-9) 

. 

In closing, I would like to just comment on one item that will, hopefully, not repeat itself this season and that 

has to do with our Junior Invitational. Unfortunately this tournament had to be cancelled in 2015 due to a lack 

of participants. For this year, we have had the tournament registered and designated with the NSGA as one of 

their "Player of the Year" tournaments in the hopes that we will attract a larger field of players. 
 

Thanks to all our Junior members and their parents or guardians for their support. See you all on the course. 
 

FORE!! 
 

Chris McCarthy 

Junior Program Coordinator 

(on behalf of Committee members Kevin Landry and Cathy McGinnis 

as well as Brad & the Pro Shop staff!) 
 


