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● President's Report ●

he weather for the past couple of weeks has 
been what we have learned to expect for the 

Maritimes--cold and wet one day, warm the next, but 
there is one thing for sure and it is that Avon Valley 
members are ready to play golf. The course is in great 
shape thanks to the hard work of our maintenance crew. 
There are still areas which need a little sprucing up but 
over the next few weeks they will be addressed.

We’d like to extend a hardy “Welcome” to all new 
members and say “Welcome back” to all returning 
members. Please make yourselves at home and take 
advantage of everything Avon Valley has to offer. Pass 
along invitations to your friends to come out and enjoy 
our Club. Our staff will make every effort to meet your 
golfing needs.

We welcome and thank all our staff members for 
their extra efforts in getting us up and ready. We have 
a number of new faces along with the familiar ones 
this year. Please take the time to introduce yourself to 
them over the coming weeks. They will be taking every 
opportunity to get to know all members. We hope 
you will like the new look we have chosen for our Pro 
Shop staff and Servers this year. Black and Red golf 
shirts seem to look good on most people. What do you 
think?

Our outside tournament schedule is filling up 

rapidly this year. Please keep an eye on the downstairs 
bulletin boards and calendar to see when you may be 
affected by one or more of them. This revenue source is 
an important part of our financial picture. We will also 
be having the first full wedding in our new Club House 
this year. The wedding party is very excited about our 
facilities.

On a golfing note, you will notice the blue tees have 
disappeared from our course. We will be breaking out 
the new scorecards shortly to go along with this change. 
The elimination of the blue tees does not change our 
rating. You will however, get more use out of the back 
tees as we adjust the length on a daily basis.

We are hoping to have the web camera back shortly. 
We have had a number of issues with our computer 
systems and felt it necessary to direct the resources 
to the Food and Beverage area. Hopefully, all issues 
are now resolved and you will soon be able to see our 
members and guests finishing on the eighteenth hole.

We hope you will all enjoy your golf season at Avon 
Valley. If you do, tell your friends as we are still looking 
for new members. 

Have a great season.

Mike Hartlen

T
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● Board of Directors ●

President/ Acting Operations Manager ..................Mike Hartlen
Vice-President/ Grounds Director ..........................Kirk Stephen
Treasurer/ Finance Director ....................................Blaine Rooney
Secretary/ House and Administration Director ......Brian Johnson
Past President ..........................................................John Horne
Food and Beverage Director ....................................Pat Dooley
Membership Director ..............................................Marg Chipman
Match Director .......................................................Wayne Northrop
Junior Development Director ..................................Scott Lessel
Planning & Development Director .........................Bob Purcell
Publicity Director ....................................................Ross MacLean
Ladies Match/ Entertainment ................................Lorraine Purcell

● Editor's Note ●

Welcome to all new and 
returning members to Avon 
Valley. The golf season at Avon 
Valley is off to a terrific start with 
the course in excellent shape and 
the weather co-operating fully.

In the publicity department we are reviewing 
additional ways to generate revenue for the club.  We 
still have some holes available for sponsors and new for 
this year will be bench advertising.  Paul Reynolds has 
done an excellent job in finalizing renewals with the 
vast majority of last year’s sponsors and in  securing 
new advertising dollars, signing three new accounts 
for hole sponsorship and finalizing several new ads in 
the Avon-Go-Round.  His efforts year to date have 
resulted in over $10,000.00 in revenue for the Club, 
an outstanding achievement and we thank Paul for his 
efforts.

“Choose to Use”
We need your help!  As you can see, considerable 

dollars can be raised through our advertising efforts.  
We need the members of Avon Valley to actively 
support the people who support us.  Please take note of 

our  advertisements- the signs on most of the holes and 
the ads in the Avon-Go-Round:  please “choose to use” 
these businesses whenever it’s practical for you to do so.  
Tell them you saw their ad at the Club- business people 
will invest in ads that make them money, so wherever 
possible let’s help to make this happen.

Finally, note that we can and have helped with the 
design of signs and ads for many of our sponsors.  If you 
or your workplace might be interested in advertising at 
the Club but don’t know where to start, let us know- 
we’ll help you get it done!

Have a great year and keep it in the short stuff.

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE:
Ross MacLean
Paul Reynolds
Bill Benedict
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Hood Hardware
& Automotive Ltd.

®Auto Plus
Quality Parts

● Food and Beverage Report ●

The Committee would like to 
welcome all returning and new 
members. Our committee this 
year consists of the following: 
Pat Dooley (Chair), Marg 

Chipman, Scott Lessel, Kim Burns and Mike Hartlen, 
Operations Manager. We would like to welcome back 
our full time staff of Kim Burns, Pam McCarthy and 
Marg Weatherbee. Also returning is part time employee 
Christine Carmichael. Newcomers are Jason Bennett, 
Leaha Brochu. Claire Lessel and Robert Bastarache.  
Robert is our front-end supervisor, with Kim Burns 
being our Chief Cook.  We also have Elizabeth 
Weiland-Roy coming as a part- timer. Jason, Leaha 
and Elizabeth will be working both the  front end 
and kitchen, as required, as they all are qualified cooks. 
We will probably require additional workers when the 
Dining Room and Canteen are both in operation. I 
am sure the staff  will provide excellent service to our 
members and guests.  

We are working to finalize the menu as we consider 
the many suggestions received. To reflect increased costs 
in all areas (food-labour), increases were necessary. We 
make every effort to keep our prices competitive. We 
check with other Food and Beverage establishments 
and compare prices, before setting ours. We are doing 
our best to keep things as reasonable as possible, while 

trying to recover the costs of the operation. 
During tournaments and busy periods, we plan to 

have both Beverage Carts in operation. The beverage 
cart will normally be in operation daily; however, on 
wet/cold days it may not be on the course. To be sure, 
check at the canteen and ensure you have a supply of 
drinking fluids. 

Our credit policy has 
changed from last year. Because 
of collection problems we have 
reverted to our old policy. If 
you wish to establish a House 
Account, check with our staff, 
who will advise you of the 
process. 

We are off to an early start for 
the season and the weather has been pretty good, some 
days great. Hope you all have a great golfing season 
and “PLEASE” do not forget to support your Food 
and Beverage service. 

Come and meet all our
new and old staff!!!

Pat Dooley 
Food and Beverage

Avon Valley recycles all cans and bottles.
Please remove the tops of all plastic bottles and 

put all recycling in the proper containers. 
Your help is appreciated.

Hon. Scott Brison, MP, Kings-Hants
Ottawa Office
915 Confederation Bldg
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6
Tel: (613) 995-8231
Fax: (613) 996-9349

Constituency Office
30 Main St.
Suite 12
Wolfville, NS  B4P 1C4
Tel: (902) 542-4010
Fax: (902) 542-4184
Toll Free (NS only):
1-888-585-0550

e-mail: Kings.Hants@ns.sympatico.ca
www.brison.ca

Quality parts
Your right choice for 

home & auto – 
PLUS Personal Service

Dufferin Place, Water Street, Windsor
798-9577
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L i v e  w e l l  w i t h

WINDSOR PHARMASAVE
30 Gerrish Street, Windsor, Nova Scotia  B0N 2T0

phone (902) 798-2216 facsimile (902) 798-1110

Spring time and membership – what a juggling act. 
Welcome back to another season of golf. There were 
24 written resignations and 38 members whom we 
did not hear from. Leaves-of-Absences were granted 
to 23 members. 17 members went from full to value 
memberships.

To date we have 525 Full members, 83 Value and 
Intermediate, 26 Peewees and 40 Juniors. We have ac-
cepted 27 new members. 

Marg Chipman
Membership Director

● Membership Report ●

A reminder that your bag tags 

and NSGA cards are available 

at the Pro Shop. 

PleASe Pick them uP.

Chuck Porter, MLA West Hants
Government Caucus Office:
Centennial Bldg, Suite 805
1645 Granville Street
Halifax, NS  B3J 1X3
Phone: (902) 424-2731
Fax: (902) 424-7484
Toll free: 1-800-363-1998

Constituency Office
PO Box 3873
100 King Street
Windsor, NS  B0N 2T0
Tel: (902) 798-5779
Fax: (902) 798-4093

chuck@chuckporter.ca
www.chuckporter.ca
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$

Janet White, FRI, B. Comm 
– Your Real Estate Professional –

Cell: (902) 790-1620
Office: (902) 798-5020
Web: www.JanetWhite.ca
Email: JanetWhite@MacKayRealEstate.com

● Treasurers Report ●

May 5, 2008

Well here it is early May and while the 2008 playing 
season is just beginning and the club’s fiscal year is more 
than is 50 % over, as on April 30 the club completed 
6 months of its 2007/2008 financial year. For the most 
part, the first 5 months of the year (November to 
March) are concerned with finishing off one year and 
getting ready for the next, interrupted by the Christmas 
period. Expenses continue during this period but are on 
the low side compared to the 7 months of the season 
when golf can be played. Expenses during this period 
are on budget but the remainder of the season will tell 
the tale. 

We certainly live in interesting and challenging 
times.  The Club failed to fill its available membership 
vacancies again this year and while we did budget not 
to fill based on past seasons and memberships are still 
trickling in, we will in all likelihood not reach budget 
in this, the largest revenue source for the club. It would 
appear from the newspaper ads that we are not alone in 
this, with several similar clubs advertising actively for 
new members. Hopefully this shortage can be replaced 
with green fee and tournament revenue. Outside 

tournament interest is up with the new clubhouse 
facility. 

The Board reviews the financial results monthly 
and revenue weekly during the playing season- this 
season, with particular attention to the following.  The 
minimum wage increased by $.50 per hour, or 6.65%, 
on May 1, 2008: the extent of this was not predicted 
when the budget was developed in December and will 
result in increased costs that will need to be absorbed.- 
wages and benefits comprise almost 40% of the club’s 
budget, so this increase is significant.   There are further 
scheduled increases over the next couple of years that 
will also have to be absorbed.   The price of petroleum 
products at record levels will affect the club in much the 
same way as it affects you .   The club uses a lot of fuel, 
fertilizer, and chemicals to maintain the course and the 
increase in petroleum costs will increase the costs of 
these items.  The increase in food and transportation 
costs will also be seen on the food and beverage side. 
All of these items will make the 2008 playing season a 
challenging one for the Club.  I would urge you to use 
the food and beverage facilities, the pro shop and to 
help out by bringing a green fee player or two to play.

A gushy reporter told Phil Michelson, 
"You are spectacular, your name is synonymous 
with the game of golf. You really know your way 
around the course. What's your secret?" 
Michelson replied, "The holes are numbered."
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● Grounds & Greens Report ●

Welcome to another golf season. I am sure this will be 
a great season for all our members and guests who play 
at our beautiful course. As you are aware by now, Avon 
Valley opened for play on Friday, April 18, 2008 and 
I believe it is the best early season condition in past 
memory. Thanks to Dean and his limited early staff for 
all their efforts in being ready for opening day.

I am still working on committee members for 
2008 and will provide an update for the next Avon Go 
Round.  

We have already received several inquires about 
issues on the course and I can assure you that as time 
and manpower become available, these, as well as other 
course maintenance issues, will be dealt with.

Again, I welcome all to Avon Valley and remember 
golf is meant to be fun. Tee it up, hit it straight and 
most of all, enjoy the early golf season.

Kirk Stephen
Chair

Sports Fitness and Rehab Programs
Massage Therapy

Orthotics and Acupuncture

543 O’Brien St., Windsor  798-0026
Located in the Co-Op Building

• Physician referral not required • 

• Registered Physiotherapists  •

WindsoR PhysiotheRaPy

Information for Golfers ~ Repairing Ball Marks

Ball marks, those indentations caused when a ball lands sharply on a soft green, have been 
ruining good putts since the days of Old Tom Morris. Unrepaired ball marks take two to three 
weeks to properly heal, leaving behind unsightly, uneven putting surfaces. On the other hand, a 
repaired ball mark only takes half that time to heal. 

Beginner or pro, it is your responsibility as a golfer to fix your own marks. If you're truly a 
steward of the game, you'll fix any others you see while your partners are putting. There's really 
not much to it, but there are a few guidelines you should follow when making these repairs. 

The right way to fix a ballmark.

Use a pronged ball mark 
repair tool, knife, key or tee.

Insert it at the edges of the 
mark – not the middle of the 
depression.

Bring the edges together with 
a gentle twisting motion, but 
don't lift the center. Try not 
to tear the grass.

Smooth the surface with 
a club or your foot. You're 
done when it's a surface you 
would want to putt over.
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VICTORY
Getting You There

Windsor
798-5726

Kempt Shore
633-2361

Brooklyn
757-2525

Kennetcook
362-2594

The sun is shining and Mother Nature seems to be scoring 
a birdie with the weather so far this season. I would like 
to start off by giving Dean Woodman and is crew kudos 
for the great shape the golf course is in. I can't remember 
any time in the past five years that we have opened and 
had the golf course look so good - great job guys.

With a new golf season comes the need for new golf 
equipment and new golf clothing. Right now is the time 
to shop... we have sizes and styles that should appeal to 
everyone. Start off the season on the right foot – we have a 
new selection of Nike golf shoes, extremely comfortable, 
very fashionable and well priced – try a pair on today.

Are you looking for a new driver? Maybe a new set 
of irons? Coming in late May we are pleased to offer club 
fitting to all of our members and guests. Custom fitting 

enables you to determine if you clubs work with your 
swing and your stance or if you require a different set up. 
The proper fit can eliminate strokes and add yardage to 
your game. So keep your eyes open for the arrival of the 
Nike 360 fitting system.

I’m sure you’ve noticed a few new faces in the shop. 
Myles Cornish, Brandon Groves and Jordan Wiens are 
great additions and will be working with the rest of the golf 
team to ensure you are having an enjoyable experience. I 
would like to ask everyone be a little patient during this 
time as our new faces get to know all of your faces and 
familiarize themselves with the policy's and procedures 
Please stop by and introduce yourself and get to know 
the staff, they are here to help.

● Pro Shop Update ●

Golf tiP
This tip has very little to do with your golf swing or your equipment. Rather it has to do 
with pace of play. When it comes to keeping the pace golfers should always remember 
that you are to keep up with the group in front of you at all times. Make sure wait until 
you are called to the tee or until your tee time before teeing off. Early starts cause the 
golf course to slow due to added congestion. Groups are spaced 10 minutes apart to 
allow for proper spacing – making everyone’s experience more enjoyable.

Tips To alloW you To kEEp ThE pacE
• Let the shorter hitters in your group hit first

• Play ready golf 

• Keep pace with the group in front of you at all times

• If you need some assistances wave down the course marshal when they are on duty

if you have any questions about keeping the pace when on the golf course please drop 
into the pro shop and we would be glad to try and answer it the best we can.
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RAYMOND E. HARVEY, C.A.
Chartered Accountant

20 Gerrish Place
PO Box 250
Windsor NS  B0N 2T0

Bus: 798-2273
Fax: 798-0445
Res: 792-1099

reharvey@ns.aliantzinc.ca

● Ladies Division ●

Ladies, do you like playing in tournaments, or laid 
back competitions, or individual challenges, or team 
competitions?  If you do, then there is something for 
you to take part in at Avon Valley!  Here are some 
of the events and activities your match committee is 
offering this season:

1. RiNGeR BoARD 
This is an individual self-improvement competition. 
You record your first 18 holes of the season on the 
chart in the Ladies locker room.  Whenever you better 
a hole, you record that improved score.  The winner is 
the golfer with the most improved score.

2. PiN RouNDS
This competition gets its name from the metal pin that 
is given to the winner. Pin rounds are played on either 
Tuesdays or Saturdays.  (You must play all your pin 
rounds on either Tuesday or Saturday but not both.) 
You can play your pin round with any one.  To make 
it an official pin round you simply tell your fellow 
competitors that you are playing a pin round. Then play 
your 18 holes, sign your card, have it attested, check the 
computer for your handicap and enter both your score 
and handicap in the binder in the ladies locker room. 
Don’t forget to put your score card in the pocket of the 
binder. Your four lowest net scores will be totaled and 
the winner is the golfer with the lowest aggregate of 
those four scores. 

3. chiP-iN & BiRDie comPetitioN
Whenever you get a birdie or a chip-in, sign your card, 
have it attested and circle the hole where you got your 
birdie (B) or chip-in (C). Put your signed and attested 
card in the blue bag hanging on the bulletin board in 
the ladies locker room. Your match committee will do 
the rest. 

4. SiNGleS mAtch
This is a competition played between individuals under 
match play rules using handicaps. Matches run all 
season until a winner is declared. Winners advance, 
losers drop out. If you want to participate, put your 
name on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the 
ladies locker room. Your match committee will make 
up the draw and post it.

5. PARtNeRS mAtch comPetitioN
This is a competition played between teams under 
match play rules using handicaps with an alternate 
shot format. Here’s how the format works: You and 
your partner both drive on every hole. Then you choose 
one of those drives and take the other ball out of play. 
Then you play alternate shots until you finish the hole. 
The sign-up sheet is posted in the ladies locker room 
but hurry because this competition is limited to the 
first 16 teams on the list.

EvEnts, aCtivitiEs, CoMpEtitions & toUrnaMEnts for 2008
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99 Water Street, P.O. Box 280
Windsor, Nova Scotia  B0N 2T0

Phone: 1-902-798-5734
Fax: 1-902-798-5739

Email: windsor@andersonsinclair.com
Website: www.andersonsinclair.com

The Spring Peeper Scramble (May 10) - Scrambles are always laid back, full of laughs with a healthy 
dose of fellowship when the golf is done. You get to play with your friends, record only the best scores for 
your team and celebrate the beginning of a new season of golf! Check the bulletin boards for info.

Doris Brown Two Ball (June 14) – This is an 18 hole team event with an alternate shot format.  Here’s how 
the format goes: Both you and your partner tee off. Then you choose one drive and take the other out 
of play. Then you and your partner play alternate shots until the ball is holed. It’s too much fun to miss so 
start looking for a partner.

Mixed Club Championship (July26-27) - This is a two day (36 holes) alternate shot team competition 
using handicaps. You can play with your husband, your father, your brother, your adult son, your friend, 
any male at all if he has a pulse. This competition is a delightful mix of the good, the bad and the ugly 
and that’s just the guys we have to play with! The golf is a whole other story! There is nothing not to love 
about this event.

Winges and Hodder (Sept 13-14) – This is a one day (18 holes), mixed team event with an alternate shot 
format. Two trophies are awarded, one for low gross and the other for low net. It doesn’t matter if you are 
a high handicapper or a low handicapper, there is something for you to enjoy in this tournament. 

Ladies Club Championship (Aug 9-10) - This is a 36 hole event with multiple handicap and age divisions. 
This event will determine Avon Valley’s lady champion, a senior champion and if there are enough 
entrants, a super senior champion.  There are always fun extras too like longest drive, closet to the line, 
closet to the hole, fewest putts and draw prizes.

Fun Nights – Two or three times a season, usually on a Saturday evening, there is a 9- hole fun night. 
The format is always a surprise, the rules totally relaxed or forgotten altogether, and the camaraderie 
exceptional.  It is guaranteed you will have a great time with some of the nicest people! 

Tuesday, Ladies Night – A special format that puts golfers of all skill levels on even ground. It is 9 holes 
of individual play with prizes awarded after every round and points accumulated all season long.  At the 
end of the season (Sept 6) there is an 18-hole tournament following the same format. 

As you can see it is going to be a busy, fun filled season at Avon Valley.  
Watch the bulletin boards for information, updates and sign up sheets. 

If you have any concerns or questions contact Lorraine Purcell or Chris Vey.

Ladies...
Do you enjoy tournament Play? Check out the following:
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● Men's Night 2008 ●

Men’s night will begin on Wednesday, May 21st 
and run for fifteen nights finishing on Wednesday, 
August 27th. Each player must have scores from 
eight nights to be eligible for the final tournament on 
Saturday, September 6th. There will be four divisions 
for handicap purposes. The make up of each division 
will be determined after first four nights. Poker will be 
back run by the Pro Shop. We will also have prizes for 
closest to the hole and a combination of longest drive 
and closest to the mark in the fairway.

The cost will be the same this year – $5.00 for the 
night. Play for each “Men’s Night” will begin at 2:00 
p.m. and we will accept scores from other times during 
the day as long as the nightly fee is paid. Depending 
on turnout, we will give up to three prizes per division, 
so show your support and play on a regular basis. All 

prizes will be credited to accounts in the Pro Shop.
If you plan on playing on Men’s Night this year, 

please put your name and handicap on the sign-up sheet 
on the Men’s Night bulletin board. This will enable us 
to start the make up of divisions for the year. We look 
forward to seeing you on Wednesday May 21st.

If you wish to help out on the committee, please 
give me a call – Mike Hartlen at 798-0619.

The members of the 
Men’s Night committee are:

phil Moir
Richard abell
kirk stephen
Brian Webber
Mike hartlen

www.pepsi.ca

A young man and a priest are playing together.

At a short par-3 the priest asks, "What are you 
going to use on this hole my son? "

The young man says, "An 8-iron, father. How 
about you?"

The priest says, "I'm going to hit a soft seven and 
pray."

The young man hits his 8-iron and puts the 
ball on the green. The priest tops his 7-iron and 
dribbles the  ball out a few yards.

The young man says, "I don't know about you 
father, but in my church when we pray, we keep 
our head down."
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Avon Valley recycles all cans and bottles.
Please remove the tops of all plastic 
bottles and put all recycling in the 

proper containers. 
Your help is appreciated.
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● June 2008 ●

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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Aerifying Aerifying Aerifying

Gyro Club
1:00 pm

Spring
Peeper

Men's 
Tune Up

Men's
Tune Up

Doris Brown
Tournament

Hants Com Hospital
Tournament 
12:30 pm

Men's 
Best Ball

NDP
1:00 pm

Men's 
Best Ball

Longest Day
of Golf
9:00 am

Water
Commission
1:30 pm

men's Night starts 
Wednesday, May 27th.

ladies Night will be played on Tuesdays. 
start date to be announced. the SPitfiRe ARmS 

Ale houSe
www.spitfirearms.com

29 Water Street, Exit #6, Hwy. 101
PO Box 2818, B0N 2T0
Windsor, Nova Scotia, Canada  

902•792•1460
spitfirearms@beer.com



It is again golf season! And we are gearing up for a fun 
and enjoyable season of junior golf at Avon Valley.

This year we had approx. 50 juniors registered by 
the end of March. This is down somewhat from last 
year’s total, but hopefully more will decide to play once 
the weather warms up.

As in past years, we don’t get rolling until near the 
end of the school year. Notices will be posted on the 
bulletin board and on the club website for the exact 
dates.

The format this year will be somewhat the same as 
last: Thursday night “fun nights” and clinics on Sunday 
morning. Depending on the Club’s tournament/special 
events schedule, we may try for a couple of Saturday 
evenings as well.

There will be a junior invitational in early July, so 
keep an eye on the bulletin board for details. In August 
the junior club championship will be held.

Junior playing time is somewhat restricted 
to afternoons (weekdays). There are some special 
circumstances when juniors can play at other times and 
days – check with the pro shop.

There are three divisions in “juniors”: pee wee, 
juvenile, and junior.

Tentatively, our junior committee is made up 
of: Scott Lessel (junior development director), 
James MacDonald, Debbie Woodman, and Jennifer 
Mackendrick.

● Junior Development Report ●
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You've always got time for

Four locations to serve you
Fort Edward Mall

798-0970
Water Street

798-4715
Cole Drive
798-0767

Hantsport
684-0191

We’re always looking for new committee members, so if you are interested in 
helping with the juniors, please contact me at 902-835-0409 or 

scott.lessel@nscc.ca, or leave a message at the club office. 

If you don’t think you can commit to the committee then we can always use some 
help on Thursday evenings, or at the invitational or the club championship. 
Also if you or your company would like to donate any prizes for any of the 
junior events it would be greatly appreciated.

Regards,

Scott 


