42nd Annual General Meeting- March 17, 2013
The 42nd Annual General Meeting of Shareholders was
held at 2:00 PM Sunday, March 17, 2013 in the Clubhouse.
with 51 Shareholders (including Directors) in attendance
and with the business put before the Shareholders largely
rolling out without a hitch.

The Reports of the President, Directors and General
Manager for the 2012 season were also reviewed, as were
the 2013 Financial Documents: of interest, the 2013 Capital
Budget proposed an expansion to the first tee (probably to
take place during the Fall), and the continuation of our
paving project to include the cartpaths on 13 & 14 (ditto).
And in his presentation on the 2012 Audited Financial
Statements, Raymond Harvey noted the application of the
not-for-profit accounting standard- which we hope won't
prove to be an omen of our financial performance this year.
(Just joking, Raymond.)

One item of note came from a summary in the 2012
Minutes of a 'discussion from the floor' on the scheduling
of the annual meetings: the 2012 Minutes were approved,
and later in the 2013 meeting the Board brought forward a
By-law proposal based on the 2012 discussion, changing
the way in which Annual Meeting are scheduled: now,
future meetings will be held on any Sunday in March not in We also note that the slate of Directors is now a bit changed
conflict with the March break or Easter observances, with for 2013: Trent MacKeen, Rob Sweet and Peter Francis of
advance notice to be provided per current practice.
last year's Board did not re-offer, we thank them sincerely
Certain Policy changes were also proposed for 2013 and for their services. Shaun MacDonald, Phil McNeil and
approved as presented: these affect certain characteristics/ Blaine Rooney were elected by the shareholders during the
privileges of the Junior/ Pee-wee and Intermediate meeting- please see page 2 for biographical info and the
classifications, notably extending the upper age limit for offices/ portfolios which they now hold.
Intermediates by a year, clarifying the age requirements for
Juniors and enabling the inclusion of the Junior Boy's &
Junior Girl's Champions to play in the Men's and Ladies'
CC's (by invitation, if their skill levels so warrant).

Finally, at one point during the meeting, member David
Pollard did a brief presentation on a book he has written on
the history of the Club- this would make a great keepsake
and is now available for purchase in the Pro Shop

- pr -

Attentively following along during Raymond Harvey's presentation

For the full-colour online version, visit the Newsletter page at http://avonvalleygolf.com
We're located at 595 Falmouth Back Road, Falmouth: see p. 2 for contact information

Contacts

2013-14 Board of Directors

Manager
902-798-4405 genmgr@eastlink.ca
Pro Shop
902-798-2673 avgcproshop@eastlink.ca
Admin Office 902-798- 4654 avgcc@eastlink.ca
Fax
902-788-9889
Avon Valley Golf & Country Club
595 Falmouth Back Road
P.O. Box 101
Falmouth, NS B0P 1L0

http://avonvalleygolf.com

Bob Purcell ……………….….…..… President/ Visioning
Ross MacLean ……………………………Vice-President
Blaine Rooney ….…….….…….………….……Treasurer
Paul Reynolds …………………..… Secretary & Publicity
Kirk Stephen …..….…….….… Immediate Past President
Wayne Northup ….…….……........ Match/ Entertainment
Rob Caissie ….….….…………..... Assets Mgt/ Visioning
Glen Earley.…….…………......…..... Junior Development
Phil McNeil …….……………….….… Member Services
Shaun MacDonald …..………………... Handicap/ Match

like us on facebook

follow us on twitter

Volunteers Needed/ Ideas Welcome
All members are invited to take an interest in the Club's operations. Volunteer to serve on Board committees or to assist
with tournaments, other events or projects. If you see something that should be done to improve matters, please let us
know. If you're interested, want more information or have suggestions to offer, contact Brad Corkum, General Manager as
indicated above, our President, Bob Purcell at rwpurcell@ra.rockwell.com or any Board member by leaving a message at
902-798-4654 sending an e-mail to avgcc@win.eastlink.ca.
Letters or other submissions to the Avon Go Round (articles, photos, contest entries etc.) can be sent to
info@avonvalleygolf.com or left with the Pro Shop or Admin Office addressed to Avon Go Round.
Want a full-size non-cropped copy of any pic from any issue in .jpg format? Ask the editor, same procedure.

New Board Members, 2013-14 term
All Directors are elected (or re-elected) by the Shareholders at the Annual Meeting each year, and in 2013 former
Directors Trent MacKeen, Peter Francis and Rob Sweet did not re-offer. This year we are pleased to welcome the
following newly-elected Directors and at the same time to thank Peter, Trent and Rob for their services during their terms.
The Board is pleased to welcome Phil McNeil who will take on Member Services. Phil lives
in Halifax. Retired for 3 years after a 34-year career with Public Works and Government
Services Canada, he has been a member at Avon Valley Golf and Country Club for 10 years
Phil's wife Paula is now also a member, having joined this year. Phil and Paula have 3
children, all living away- in Perth (Australia), Toronto and Calgary. Phil comes from a large
family of 13, and 2 of his brothers (Dan and Dave) are also members at Avon Valley.

Welcome, too, to Shaun MacDonald, Handicap & Match: Shaun has been a member for 10
years. While on the Board he hopes to better understand, the inner workings of the club
outside of just for hitting a ball. Living in Hammonds Plain, he's been married to Dawn for
over 17 years. They have two girls, Breagh and Iona, who are active in soccer and ringette.
Shaun has worked at Nova Scotia Power for almost 30 year and would like to live in the
Valley the day after he retires. Reach him at shaun.macdonald@nspower.ca for assistance

And we're happy to welcome back Blaine Rooney, elected by the Board as Treasurer. Blaine
has been a member of Avon Valley since 1993. He was raised in Mount Denson but now lives
in Fall River with his wife Pauline. He is a semi-retired Chartered Accountant who worked
with Halifax Regional Water Commission for 27 years. He has previously been a member of
the Board for six years. Blaine has many interests in addition to golf including skiing,
gardening, brewing and driving his Mazda Miata..
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President's Report
(Editor's note: the following is a lightly-edited reprint of the
President's Report presented at the 2103 Annual Meeting)
Some thoughts on having completed our 40th season of play.
When AVGCC opened for play in 1973, clubs within the
Windsor/ Metro golf "catchment" area included us, Oakfield,
Old & New Ashburn, Brightwood, Hartlen Point and a couple
of nine-hole layouts like Airlane and Pin-Hi. Since then many
new clubs have opened in the area including Glen Arbour,
Granite Springs, Grandview, Lost Creek, and also some ninehole or executive- length courses (Indian Lake, The Links at
Montague, the Brookfield pitch-'n'-putt, Coyote Hills and
Minas View). There have also been several other courses built
in other directions from Halifax which draw on the Metro
market (Stewiacke, Penn Hills, Meagher's Grant) also a few
new courses farther up the Valley (Berwick Heights, Eagle
Crest, some nine-hole layouts). There are even more on the
way, like Brunello Estates near Timberlea, the Nicklausdesigned Forest Lakes near Ardoise and probably others.
We compete with all of the above for market, and vice versa,
with many of the golfers we try to attract being for the most
part "of a certain age." Anyone who joined Avon Valley as a
charter member in 1973 is, if still alive, now 40 years older- as
are we all, as shown by census data. Stats Canada shows us
that as of 2012, Nova Scotia had one of the oldest populations
in the land. Our share of population aged 65 and over is more
than 17%, the highest proportion in the country- and we have
a median age of over 43 years, making us "younger" (less old,
actually) only than the Newfoundlanders. And although larger
than the 806,000 of us in 1973, our population has recently
been neither expanding nor contracting much, with outmigration, in-migration, births and deaths keeping the
provincial population fairly stable in the 940,000 range.

categories and by making ourselves as accessible as possible
to outside business such as tournaments and green-fee play.
We also try to maintain good outreach practices- through paid
advertising where needed, through the website, newsletter,
through our revitalized Facebook page and soon through the
Twitterverse (although because I'm "of a certain age" myself,
I'm not really sure what that is).
Most importantly, we are committed to maintaining a quality
experience to offer our members and guests: Brad, Dean and
the crew are quite good at that, as are our Pro Shop and dining
room staff. We also pay attention to accommodating the
changing needs of the current and potential membershipexcellent Pro Shop merchandise at great rates, preferential cart
rates for members, plans to expand paving all back nine
cartpaths , while always taking care to keep ahead of our
equipment and infrastructure maintenance and renewal needs.
What we don't do is either take anything for granted or
overextend: we want Avon Valley to be on the active list 40
years from now.
Having said all that, we don't pretend we can plan for every
possible contingency- bad weather can knock us around, for
example- and we would never pretend to have all the good
ideas. We know that one of our greatest strengths is an
excellent core membership who love this place and who are
interested in its welfare, and who are always invited to share
their ideas. So please- if you have any views on any of this, or
on what we should be doing differently, please share themwith myself, any Board member or Brad- but please, do let us
know.
Bob Purcell, President

So this continuing expansion of the golf industry in the face of
an aging and static population means a few things are pretty
well assured: (1) we'll probably never have to worry again
about charging initiation fees or maintaining wait- lists; (2)
we'll likely never be in danger of exceeding the membership
limit of 800 set in the By-laws, and (3) we will surely have to
be successful in competing for the business we need.
We do this is at present by paying attention to maintaining a
good Junior Development program, by encouraging younger
adults who can access the Intermediate category at younger
adults who can access the Intermediate category at a reduced
rate, by keeping our dues as competitive as possible for all
Tom and his wife walked into a dentist's office. Tom said to the dentist, "Doc, I'm in one heck of a hurry I have two buddies
sitting out in my car waiting for us to go play golf, so forget about the anesthetic, I don't have time for the gums to get numb.
I just want you to pull the tooth, and be done with it! We have a 10:00 AM tee time at the best golf course in town and it's
9:30 already.......... I don't have time to wait for the anesthetic to work!' The dentist thought to himself, "My goodness, this is
surely a very brave man asking to have his tooth pulled without using anything to kill the pain." So the dentist asks him,
"Which tooth is it sir?" The man turned to his wife and said, "Open your mouth Honey, and show him........"
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Match Report
Welcome all members, new and old. Our 2013 season has To reduce the chance of error, please also remember to
begun and that means getting your schedules sorted for the always put your name and the tournament name on the
upcoming tournaments here at Avon Valley.
entry envelope as well- the entry box gets a lot traffic from
various sources from time to time, this will help sort it out.
The official list (below) is on the Avon Valley website.
Member events are updated frequently with posters, draws I would like to also remind all members to enter your
& results: check it periodically to keep up with the changes. scores into the computer as soon as possible. Entering a
tournament without a handicap can lead to confusion as to
All members who are playing in any of the tournaments what division you should be in.
are reminded to be sure to have their entry in the box,
along with the entry fee, no later than the posted cut off I look forward to our tournaments this year and hope you
date. If your entry (including the entry fee) is not will play and enjoy as many as you can.
deposited on time, you WILL NOT BE ELIGIBLE TO
Thanks very muchPLAY IN THE TOURNAMENT.
Wayne Northup, Match Chairman

2013 Tournaments
Date
Name
Date
Name
May 31
* Hockey Heritage
Aug 19-20
Junior Club Championship
June 1-2
Men's Spring Tune-up (as rescheduled)
Aug 20
* Freedom Foundation
June 7
* Hants Community Hospital Found.
Aug 23
* Fall River Lions Club
June 15
Doris Brown Memorial (Ladies)
Aug 24-25
Ladies Club Championship
June 15-16 Two Man Best Ball (Men)
Aug 24-25
Men's Club Championship
June 17
* Halifax Water Commission
Aug 27
* Century 21
June 21
* Young Brokers Network
Sept 6
* Presidents/ Past Directors
July 2
Windsor Golf Center Junior Inv
Sept 7
Men's Night Final
July 5
* Valley Maple Leafs
Sept 8
Ladies Night Final
July 6
Lillian Lapierre 2-ball (Ladies)
Sept 9
Valley Seniors
July 6-7
MacPherson 2-ball (Men's)
Sept 12
Thursday Seniors Closing Tournament
July 9
* SRCF Learning Center for Children
Sept 13
* King's-Edgehill
July 14
* Windsor Fire Department
Sept 14
Winges & Hodder
July 16
* Mission to Seafarers
Oct 5
Cec Scott/ Norm Clarke Harvest Scr.
July 20-21
Avon Valley-Tim Hortons Mixed Inv
Oct 19
Die Hard
Aug 10-11
Mixed Club Championship
Oct 26
Iron Person- (date to be confirmed)
Aug 16
* Windsor Lions Club
* indicates 1:00 PM Shotgun: check the website Tournaments Page for posters, results & other updates
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General Manager's Report
The poor weather of the last fall has continued into this
spring. The Club opened ten days latter than last season and
many members have yet to play a round golf. The cold, wet
weather has resulted in many days with limited or no play.
But there's still a lot of season ahead of us and hopefully
the weather will improve.

great time. We would like to thank Ernie Hatfield, our
Labatts representative, for his support. We would also like
to thank David MacDonald from Sysco (also an Avon
Valley member) for all the great food. Thanks to all who
attended and we invite all members to put this event on
their calendars for next year.

We would like to thank all the members that came out for
the Spring Clean-up. Once again we had a large number of
participants and we really appreciate the help. Without your
efforts we could not have opened as early as we did.

The weather has also hurt our revenue streams and we
need to have it improve we are to attain budget. We have
been able to mitigate some of the revenue loss by reducing
our expenses- the end of the term loan last year, and the end
of a couple of leases have helped our financial position.
We are confident that the return of good weather will lead
to another successful year.

The Masters Party was well attended and everyone had a

In closing I would like to thank all the staff for their hard
work and dedication. Dean's crew have the course in
fantastic shape in spite of the weather. Jean and the rest of
the Pro shop staff continue to give us the friendly service
we are famous for. Robert and Pam are back for another
season in the kitchen , we are fortunate that most of last
years team have also returned. Hopefully it will warm up
and we can get the beverage cart out soon. We would also
thank the Bard and all those who volunteer, making Avon
Valley the great club that it is. Finally, as always, my door
is always open, so please feel free to come on in.
Brad Corkum, General Manager

April 22, across 6 fairway
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What??? from Where???
Two Photo Identification Contests to be won this month!
… and the answer is What? the # 10 green From where?
How it's played:
Each month we print part of a photo (the one from October from (flat on my back on) the upper side of the pond.
2012 is below) and invite your guess of WHAT is being
pictured FROM WHERE on the grounds. The winner of a
$5 certificate is then selected by draw from among the
acceptable entries- i.e. those that best identify both the
what that's being pictured and the from where the pic was
taken. Last October there were four entries…

The winner of the October contest was Doug Olsen, congrats- we'll issue a good-for-2013 prize shortly:
At left is the May 2013 pic taken May 23: as always, you
can check it out in full colour in the on-line version of the
Avon Go Round once posted. The full-size pic measures
4000 x 3000 pixels in the original, from which the 1800 x
800 pixel contest pic has been cropped, then re-sized (in
proportion) as at left.
Have fun... & make sure your entries (see below) are in by
the deadline for the next issue i.e. June 20, 2013.

Recall that there was also a bonus contest announced in
the November online-only Avon Go Round, i.e. to
identify only the from where the November cover photo
was taken. There were no entries by the original Dec 16,
2012 deadline- (who's thinking of golf that time of year)so the deadline is now extended with entries accepted also
up to June 20.
The original November cover photo also measured 4000 x
3000 pixels but was cropped to 4000 x 2515 pix (all "off
the top"), then resized in proportion as at right- & of
course sized to 7½" page-print width on the newsletter
cover which you can still find on the website.
Enter by e-mail to info@avonvalleygolf.com or c/o the Pro Shop in an envelope addressed to What? from Where?

Speaking of pictures…
Our fellow member David Pollard has published a very interesting book (shown
here reclining comfortably on a coffee table) on the history of our Club.. Lots of
interesting bits and pieces on many aspects of how this wonderful place came into
being in the very early '70's & how it has matured since. Lots of pictures showing
the hard work that was done at the beginning and the changes over the years. Longtime members will love it for the nostalgia, new members for the opportunity to
connect. Check it out at the Pro Shop- it would make a great gift!.
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Editorial/ Publicity Report
There are just a few tweaks to the newsletter for 2013. The
front page sports a new masthead with a background that
will (or may, depending on time available) change every
month: there's also a new front-page "footer" promoting the
full-colour electronic version. The contact table on page 2
has also been modified, dropping the picture in favour of
including more contact info.

date of posting to the last day of the following month)- not
too shabby, as the kids used to say.
On the website, the Newsletter page looks a bit different
this year- we're no longer including the links to the
previous year's issues in favour of added contact &
distribution info. Last year's issues can now be found on a
separate Back Issues page you can link to from the bottom
of the main page: there you'll find all issues from 2006
onward, plus a single issue from 2003. And a member has
recently offered to loan us a few more that we don't have,
these will be added to the growing archive in the near
future.

In terms of newsletter distribution we'll continue the
practice instituted last year of printing a controlled number
of issues each month while promoting on-line readership by
sending out e-mail links to members who have registered
their e-mail addresses with the Pro Shop. With a nod to the
famous phrase "lies, damned lies and statistics", ours show
us that over the 2012 season when we first instituted this Also on the subject of the website, note that all "inside"
approach, we had an average of 547 "hits" for all issues pages have been spiffed up a bit with a new banner
during the peak readership period for each (i.e. from the
treatment, and most have been tuned up or more
extensively made over in terms of content:. Look for more
changes to the overall look and feel of the website's
framework, planned for roll-out later in the season.

We've also created Facebook and Twitter accounts in the
name of Avon Valley Golf- you can link to both of these
using the icons on the website Contacts page, and these will
also be more prominently featured on the homepage when
the overall site re-design is instituted. Meanwhile, it's still
early days for these accounts- while the overall "look" has
been set for both, so far there's some, but not very much
traffic in either: the plan is for each to be ultimately
administered by the Pro Shop.
P. Reynolds, Publicity

The Annapolis Valley Senior Men's Golf Association, or Valley Seniors for short,
(not to be confused with our own Thursday Seniors ) provides senior golfers
regular opportunities for friendly competition at reduced rates at the ten member
Clubs located in or near the Annapolis Valley. The list starts with our Club at this
end and progresses through Ken-Wo, Eagle Crest, Berwick Heights, Greenwood,
Paragon, Eden, Annapolis Royal, Digby Pines and finally Clare. There are multidivisional gross and net prizes for each competition and a delicious end-of-season
banquet in the Fall for all competitors participating in the final 2013competition.
The Association instituted some procedural changes for 2013. The most notable
of these are (1) the elimination of the A and B groups, henceforth all Valley
Seniors will play all member Clubs as a single group (2) overall membership is
capped to a total of 200 active members (3) the annual dues have been increased
from $20 to $30 (4) ""Super seniors" age 70 + can play from the next forward tees
from the ones used for the competition.
If you're a member age 50 or over and are interested in joining, put $30 in an envelope addressed to Brian Van Tassel and
place it in the tournament entry box. For more info, including on the reduced rates when playing "away" events, help
yourself to a flyer from the bulletin board and check out the Association’s website at www.thevalleyseniors.com.
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2013 Avon Valley Thursday Seniors, Men's Night and Ladies Night
Date
May 23
/Prizes
$29.25
Competitions M. Stenton

The Avon Valley Thursday Seniors exec welcomes new &
returning members to the 2013 golf season The annual dues are
still just $20 (used for the annual dinner and other seasonal
expenses) and the weekly fee will again be $5 which pays for the
weekly prize pool. If you haven't already, please pay your 2013
dues by putting $20 in an envelope with your name on it addressed
to Avon Valley Thursday Seniors- Att: John Gomes and deposit it
in the tournament entry box next to the computer.

J. Gomes
K. Boutilier
Poker
G. Stewart
D. Wile
G. MacDonald
D. Maling
As you see from the table on the left, the 2013 competitions are
Missed Cut
D. Stuart
underway, to continue each Thursday, ending with the stroke play
/ $5.00
B. Marryatt
competition for the Dinosaur Trophy on September 19th. The
Closing Banquet/ Annual meeting will be held on September 26th.
O. LaPierre
following a final competition. At present, the Club has blocked out tee times for the Seniors use from 8:00AM to 10:00 AM
each Thursday. All members are reminded to sign up for the following Thursday's play immediately after completing their
current Thursday round: the sign-up sheet is on the Clubhouse bulletin board section reserved for Thursday Seniors use.
Questions on the foregoing can be directed to Dave Tarr at 864-3298 or Murray Stenton at 835-8448.
Men's Night starts this year on May 29, 2013 and will run Ladies Night competitions for 2013 begin on Tuesday
each Wednesday through mid-or late August with a final June 4, all lady members can play this weekly nine-hole
tournament to be held on Saturday September 7.
fun event suited to all handicap levels. Scoring is simplejust record your score and points for each hole. The
For those new to the course or new to Men's Night, the Committee will determine what division you will play in
weekly 9-hole competitions cost $5.00 each week you each week and points will be awarded to the three highest
choose to play, plus $2.00 if opting into the 50-50 draw points earners in each Division. There will also be putting,
(or 3 for $5.00): the weekly "games" (closest to the hole closest-to-the-hole and possibly other prizes.
etc) open only at noon, but anyone wishing to play the 9hole event before then can still play & also buy in to the 50- Ladies who are new to Avon Valley or who have not
50. Power cars are available for the reduced rate of $20.00, played Ladies Night in the past are encouraged to contact
and the dining room will be offering weekly specials. Jean at the Pro Shop or any Committee member for more
There's more info available through the table at the top of details, and to check the table at the top of the website
the website Tournaments Page on handicapping, points, Tournaments Page for more info, play dates (not always on
competition results etc, and also on the e various eligibility Tuesdays) and competition results when they start coming
options for the September 7 Final Tournament.
in. And don't forget the 2013 Pin Round- starting Tuesday
June 18 and Saturday June 22: see the binder in the
Finally, please note that the Men's Night Committee always Ladies' Lounge for more details, and if you play Ladies
needs help- anyone wishing to lend a hand, please call Night, plan on the 2013 Ladies Night closing tournament
on Sunday, September 8.
Brad at 902-798-4405.
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2013 Match Play
The draws for the matches for the Etter and Avon Valley
Greenhouses Trophies were received too late to be
included in this issue but may now be viewed on the
Website's Tournaments page. There are 6 players vying for
the Etter Trophy (handicap 16 and over) and 16 for the
Avon Valley Greenhouses trophy (handicap 15 and below)
Both competitions are expected to be concluded no later
than August 4 after which the winners of each will play for
the Tim Hortons Match Play Trophy.

Then later in the season, the eight low-gross finishers in the
Men's Club Championship will play the final match
competitions for the Daniels U-Pick Trophy.
If you're playing in these events and win a match (or
matches), don't forget to update the chart on the Match
Play section of the bulletin board and also send the results
to info@avonvalleygolf.com to help keep the website
records up to date. -pr

2013 Junior Development Program
The Junior Development Program is pleased to welcome
Mike Machel back for another season of great lessons.
Mike is very excited about taking our Junior program to
the next level. With his indoor facility, the juniors are
guaranteed a lesson every week, rain or shine.

The Junior clinics are scheduled to start on Monday, July 8
unless otherwise notified by the Committee: watch the
Junior Development website page for updates (clinic
groupings, what's to be covered etc) and for other important
information such as the 2013 Junior Handbook, now
nearing completion.

Mike has also generously taken on the sponsorship of the
what's now the Windsor Golf Center Junior Invitational. Finally, we are looking for help with the Thursday fun
This event is scheduled for July 2 and we are encouraging night activities and to be mentors for the young golfers out
all Avon Valley juniors to sign up & compete against kids on the course.
from other Clubs. Entries will be limited to the first 90
applicants, so don't leave it too late.
Glen Earley, Junior Development
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Upcoming events

Entries close June 9

Entries close June 9

This weekend: entries closed

Entries close June 27
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