
 

For the full-colour online version, visit the Newsletter page at http://avonvalleygolf.com 
We're located at 595 Falmouth Back Road, Falmouth:  see p. 2 for contact information  

 

 

President's Report 
 

Finally spring is here, my goodness, it certainly has 
been a challenge.  It felt like it was never going to 
warm up.  I look out on the golf course today and it 
looks incredible.  The greens and fairways are as good 
as I have seen them for this time of the year, you 
would think we had a great spring.  Folks are teeing it 
up and having a good time at Avon Valley, Yahoo, let 
the season began!! 
 
On behalf of my fellow Board of Directors members, I 
would like to welcome all members back for the 2014 
golf season.  A special welcome to all who will be 
plying their skills at Avon Valley for the first time as 
new members: we hope you hit them long and straight, 
our commitment to all of you is to ensure you have the 
finest golf experience in the Maritimes.  I just hope 
Mother Nature lends a hand, but  unfortunately there's  
nothing we can do about the weather.  However- the 
rest of your golfing "atmosphere" will be  receiving 
our utmost attention. 
 
I also welcome all returning employees and hope you 
wintered well.  The outstanding service you folks have 
provided us in the past has helped make Avon Valley 
one of the finest golfing venues in the valley. We are 
fortunate this year to have a large number of returning 
staff. I would also like to mention at this time the 
addition of two new Board members, Chris McCarthy  

and Chris Gray. Among other changes, Robert Caissie 
moves to the Vice President role, I take on the 
President  function and Bob Purcell moves to 
Immediate Past President.  Blaine Rooney and Paul 
Reynolds continue as Treasurer and Secretary 
respectively, Wayne Northup as Director of Match, 
Phil McNeil stays with Member Services and 
Handicap while Scott Lessel, Chris McCarthy and 
Chris Gray who will be involved with the Junior 
Development program and other activities as they 
evolve.  Please do not hesitate to contact any of the 
above if you have any suggestions or concerns, or 
better yet, if you'd like to become involved.. 
 
The golf year of 2014 will have its share of challenges.  
We have to solve the problem with the brook rock 
walls on numbers 2 & 8,  the tee box on 1 still needs 
attention and it again looks like we will have fewer 
members than last year which leaves us a more 
'dynamic' revenue challenge. However, we're as 
prepared as we can be for this and we'll keep our 
members informed as things unfold.   
 
Thank you again for returning this year and I hope you 
all knock a few strokes off the old handicap. And 
watch for some fun initiatives Brad and Wayne are 
looking at to add to the Avon Valley experience for 
our members and guests 

 

Ross MacLean, President 
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16th tee, May 5- not clear what he (or she) is carrying… 
 

 

Contacts 2014-15 Board of Directors 
 

Manager 902-798-4405 genmgr@eastlink.ca  
Pro Shop  902-798-2673 avgcproshop@eastlink.ca 
Admin Office 902-798- 4654 avgcc@eastlink.ca 
Fax  902-788-9889 
 
Avon Valley Golf & Country Club  
595 Falmouth Back Road 
P.O. Box 101 
Falmouth, NS B0P 1L0 

 

Ross MacLean ……………….………….…..… President  
Rob Caissie ……………….………………Vice-President 
Blaine Rooney ….…….….…….………….……Treasurer 
Paul Reynolds ………………......… Secretary & Publicity 
Bob Purcell  …..….……...….… Immediate Past President 
Wayne Northup ….……..……........ Match/ Entertainment 
Phil McNeil …….…….………….….… Member Services 
Scott Lessel.…….……..Junior Development Ctee (& TBD) 
Chris McCarthy ………Junior Development Ctee (& TBD) 
Chris Gray…….…… .. Junior Development Ctee (& TBD) 
 

 

http://avonvalleygolf.com 
 

 
 

like us on facebook     

 

follow us on twitter 
 

Volunteers Needed/ Ideas Welcome 
 

All  members are invited to take an interest in the Club's operations. Volunteer to serve on Board committees or  to assist 
with tournaments, other events or projects.  If you see something that should be done to improve matters, please let us 
know. If you're interested, want more information or have suggestions to offer, contact Brad Corkum, General Manager as 
indicated above, our President, Ross MacLean at ross@avonvalleygolf.com or any Board member by leaving a message at 
902-798-4654 or by sending an e-mail to avgcc@win.eastlink.ca. 

 

 

Letters or other submissions to the Avon Go Round (articles, photos, contest entries etc.) can be sent to 
info@avonvalleygolf.com or left with the Pro Shop or Admin Office addressed to Avon Go Round. 

Want a full-size non-cropped copy of any pic from any issue in .jpg format? Ask the editor, same procedure. 
 

 
 

General Manager's Report 
 
 

The weather has  again been a challenge this year 
resulting in the Club's opening delayed to two weeks 
later than in the past few seasons. The temperatures 
have been colder than we'd like and with lots more 
rain than necessary. We  hope this soon passes and 
we'll have good weather for the rest of the year.  
 
The staff and I welcome back all our returning 
members and we look forward to another great season 
together. We extend a special welcome to all new 
members to Avon Valley and to invite them to let us 
know of any questions or concerns, we're always ready  
to help all members and guests to fully enjoy their 
experience at our Club. 
 
The course has come through the winter in fantastic 
shape. Dean and his crew have once again worked 
hard to give us the near-perfect playing conditions. 
But there's more to come: in addition to the items Ross 
mentioned, we will be replacing the bridge on number 
8 and the stairs on holes 4, 5 and 15- and then, when 
conditions permit, we'll also be putting in cart paths on  

holes 13 and 14. All part of our strategy of investing to 
keep Avon Valley one of the premier and best-
conditioned course in the province. 
 
New this year- starting May 31, we'll be hosting a 
weekly "Nine & Dine" each Saturday. For a modest 
fee members will  be able to come out after 5 PM on 
Saturdays and enjoy 9 holes, pricing to include golf 
car and a meal. We are also offering a special price for 
non members to come out and enjoy the same 
package. We hope that this will be an incentive for 
members to bring their spouses, family and/ or friends 
for a fun evening at Avon Valley, or for any non-
members reading this to give it a try.. 
 
In closing I would like to thank all the staff for their 
hard work and dedication to making this club a 
success. I would like to thank the Board and all those 
who volunteer their time to make this the great club 
that it is, and to reming everyone that volunteers are 
always welcome. Finally, as always, my door is 
always open, so please feel free to drop in. 

 

Brad Corkum, General Manager 
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43rd Annual General Meeting, April 6, 2014 
 

After having been unable to hold the 43rd AGM on 
either March 23 due to lack of quorum or March 30 
due to freezing rain, the meeting was ultimately 
convened at 2:00 PM Sunday April 6. Forty-eight 
Shareholders were in attendance voting 49 shares, and 
20 valid proxies had also been registered.  
 
During any AGM there are usually five standing 
agenda items requiring Shareholder attention, those 
being: (1) the Minutes of the preceding AGM; (2) any 
proposed By-Law amendments that have been 
properly submitted; (3) the Capital Budget proposed 
for the current fiscal period; (4) the appointment of the 
Club's Auditors; and (5) the election of Directors.  
 
Of these, numbers 1 through 4 were presented, 
discussed and passed.  Of interest,  the proposed By-
law change was required to clarify the Board's powers 
to act in emergency situations.  During the 2013 
season the Board had to provisionally appoint the firm 
of Morse Brewster Lake as the Club's Auditors, a 
function assigned by By-law exclusively to the 
Shareholders: this was ratified by Shareholders who 
also formally appointed the firm as the Club's auditors. 
The reason this became an issue has been reported in 
previous issues of the Avon Go Round, namely that 
Raymond Harvey had decided in 2013 to discontinue 
performing business audits in his offer of services.  
 
With regard to the election of Directors,  this year 
there were a total of ten candidates for the nine Board 
positions which required a vote.  Towards the end of 
the meeting the Registration Committee, which had 
been conducting the election (including a run-off 
balloting) as the meeting was in progress, passed the 
final tally to the Chair who then announced the results 
as outlined in the President's Report on the front page- 
we've also included short bios on the new members 
elsewhere in this issue. We sincerely thank Mike 
Hartlen, Kirk Stephen and David Evans for all their 
work on the registration and election activities- they 
had to do a lot of detailed work within a very tight 
timeframe, much of which  involved dealing with 
many aspects that were new to us all (see the 
MemberZone AGM report for more info).  
 
In other business, the Audited Financial Statements as 
prepared by Morse Brewster Lake were presented and 
discussed, as was the Club's Operating Budget for  

2014: both of these items reflect a new format in our 
accounting & financial reporting practices that have 
been in development for some time:  you can see the 
simplified level of detail in the 2014 Financial 
Documents in the MemberZone. The reports of the 
President, Directors and GM for the 2012-13 period 
were also reviewed and discussed, but like all items in 
this paragraph were not subject to Shareholder vote. 
The meeting also included a session of open 
discussion which will be included in the draft Minutes 
to posted on the MemberZone when completed. 
 
Prior to adjournment, the Board made presentations to  
Raymond Harvey in absentia for his many years of 
service as the Club's Auditor, and to Kirk Stephen in 
acknowledgement of his contributions over almost the 
past decade as both a Director and President of the 
Board. Our best wishes to you both! 
 

 
Kirk Stephen 

 

Finally, a sincere thanks to all Shareholders who took 
the time to come out on March 23 and/ or April 6, or 
who took the time to comple and submitt their proxies: 
it was good to see you there and to get your input & 
assistance in this important aspect of Club governance.  

 

P. Reynolds, Secretary, Board of Directors 
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Pre-season  fun…??? 
 

This year we had our usual two pre-season activities (in addition to the Annual Meeting)… the annual Masters 
Party, this year on Sunday April 13 (no pics- Robert got too busy) and the annual Spring Clean-up where Jean 
got a few shots of our cadre of loyal volunteers assisting Dean in clearing up the winter's clutter: the gang gets 
the Club's sincere thanks, plus a free lunch or two… 
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Junior Development (May 2014) 
 

Another year is just underway,  so I guess my opening 
should be, “I’m back!” (along with Rob Cassie, Chris 
McCarthy, and Chris Gray). We are going to oversee 
the Juniors as a committee this year and assist Brad 
and the Pro Shop staff in any way we can to keep the 
program moving forward as it has for the last four or 
five years under the guidance of Glen Early. 
 
A notice has recently been 
sent to the various schools 
throughout Hants County 
to inform students about 
the opportunity to enjoy 
the summer playing golf 
at Avon Valley. The 
summer format will be 
very similar to past years. 
New this year, the Club 
has engaed Andrew 
Noseworthy  to look after 
the weekly Clinics, you 
can get more info on him      Andrew Noseworthy 
on the website's Junior Development page.  A" meet-
and- greet" date will be set and posted on the website, 

inviting parents & players to come meet Andrew, get a 
rundown of this summer’s schedule, and iron out the 
groupings for the Clinics.The Thursday evening “Fun 
Nights” will return, and again the first date will be 
around the end of school (check the website Junior 
Development page for the date).  The first big event is 
the annual Junior Invitational (July 3rd); details can be 
found on the Junior Bulletin Board or on the website. 
Last, the Junior Club Championship will be held in 
August and all Juniors & Pee-wees will be encouraged 
to participate. 
 
The Committee, along with Brad and the staff are 
looking for lots of participation, with everyone having 
a fun, enjoyable summer playing and learning the 
game at Avon Valley. We’re also hoping to have a few 
parents step up and help with the various junior 
events.  
 
If there are any questions/concerns I can be reached at 
scott.lessel@nscc.ca, while the other Committee 
member contact info can be obtained through the Club 
or the website. 
 

 

Scott Lessel  
 

 

Membership, May 2014 
Please welcome all of our new and returnng members 
in hope they enjoy the 2014 season: as of mid-May we 
have 410 Full members, 1 Limited, 9 Intermediates, 39 
Juniors/ Pee-wees, 13 Value and  7 on Leave of 
Absence,  a total of 479 members: this is a decrease of 
79 members from 2013. 
 
All members of Avon Valley are encouraged to 
participate in all of the fun events to be held 
throughout the year. I encourage all returning 
members to extend a welcome to our new members 
when they meet them on the grounds or  in  

the Clubhouse,: invite them to join you in Men's 
Night, Ladies Night, Thurday Seniors or any of our 
competetive or fun events.. Members should also feel 
free to bring visitors  when they come: enjoying our 
Club as a guest today might mean becoming a member 
tomorrow. 
 
Please contact me if you have any issues or questions 
that I can help you with. Find me on the course or in 
the Clubhouse- or contact me me by e-mail at 
philmcneil01@hotmail.com call 902-835-5120 or 
cell 902-880-5877 

 

New Members 2014 
James Sherman  
Ted Malpage 
Ashley McCulley  
Greg Peacock  
Ken Peacock 
Lisa Embree  

Rob  Embree 
 Nic Seaboyer  
T Barry White  
Scott Wells 
Phil Brison  
Betty van der Gaag 

Richard Devarennes 
 Dan Young 
Andy Burnet  
Terry Butler  
Joan Butler  
Alex Crowell  

Ken Hayter 
Brenda Hobin 
Glenn Hobin 
Taewan Kim 

* Raymond Hart   
* Lucas Hilden  
* Nolan Fowler   
* Jack Pemberton  
 
* - Pee-wees 

 

Phil McNeil, Dirctor, Memebr Services
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The Annapolis Valley Senior Men's Golf Association 
 

New members should be aware of the Valley Seniors  (not 
to be confused with our own Thursday  Seniors) which 
provides senior golfers regular opportunities for friendly 
competition at reduced rates at the ten member Clubs 
located in or near the Annapolis Valley.  The list starts  
with our Club at this end and progresses  through Ken-Wo, 
Eagle Crest, Berwick Heights, Greenwood, Paragon, Eden, 
Annapolis Royal, Digby Pines and finally Clare.  There are  
multi-divisional gross and net prizes for each competition 
and a delicious end-of-season banquet each fall for all 
competitors  participating in the final 2014competition.   
 
The Association instituted some procedural changes last 
year including combining the former two groupings into 
one, capping the total membership at 200, increasing the 
annual dues to $30 (no increase for 2014) and allowing 
players aged 70+ to use the nearest tee ahead of the whites. 

If you're a member 
age 50 or over and are 
interested in joining, 
put $30 in an envelope 
addressed to Brian 
van Tassel and place 
it in the tournament 
entry box. For more 
info, including the 
schedule and info on 
the reduced rates 
when playing "away" 
events,  help yourself 
to a flyer from the 
corridor notice board.  
And check out the 
Association’s website  thevalleyseniors.com.for more info! 

 
 

 

New (or newly returned) Directors 
 

 

 

Chris Gray  was a member of Avon Valley from 1991 to 1999 when he left to work in  the 
US, re-joining the Club upon his return to Halifax in 2013.  While in the States, he was a 
member of various golf clubs and was very  active with tournaments, including  as a member 
of his Club's team that participated in the State Team Championship.  Currently engaged to be 
married, he's employed as a Project Manager at T4G Limited Halifax. As Dirrector, Chris 
invites questions by phone at (902) 237-7067 or by e-mail at chrisgray87@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Scott Lessel  was first elected to the Board  in 2006, serving  through five terms variously in 
the Junior Development and Grounds &  Greens portfolios until stepping down after the 
2010-11 term  in order to enjoy travelling upon his retirement from the NSCC.  At the 
invitation of the Nominating Committee he agreed to serve on the Board for the balance of the 
2013-14 term when an unexpected vacancy arose, then stood for & was elected to the Board 
for the current term: Scott is on the Junior Development Committee among other activities. 

 

 

 

 

Chris McCarthy  has been a member of Avon Valley for over 15 years.  He has worked in the 
insurance & financial industry for over 35 years and is currently the Regional Sales Manager 
for Equitable Life in Atlantic Canada. Chris and Ellen, (a teacher & his wife of 35 years) have 
raised four children, including three sons who were Avon Valley members for a time: all are 
now on their own, working and living throughout Canada. An avid golfer, Chris has enjoyed 
playing with many fellow Avon Valley members over the years & looks forward to serving all 
members as a Director. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The room was full of pregnant women with their husbands:  the instructor said, "Ladies, remember that exercise is 
good for you. Walking is especially beneficial. It strengthens the pelvic muscles and will make delivery that much 
easier. Just pace yourself, make plenty of stops and try to stay on a soft surface like grass or a path. And gentlemen, 
remember - you're in this together. It wouldn't hurt you to go walking with her. In fact, that shared experience would 
be good for you both."   

The room suddenly became very quiet as the men absorbed this information: after a few moments Buddy at the back of 
the room, slowly raised his hand... "Yes?" said the Instructor.  
 

Buddy sez, "I was just wondering if it would be all right if she carries a golf bag while we walk…" 
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Match Report 
 

Welcome all members, new and old.  Our 2014 season is 
now underway and that means getting your schedules 
sorted for the upcoming tournaments here at Avon Valley. 
 
The official list (below) is on the Avon Valley website.  
Member events are updated frequently with posters, draws 
& results: check it periodically to keep up with the changes. 
 
All members who are playing in any of the tournaments 
are reminded to be sure to have their entry in the box, 
along with the entry fee, no later than the posted cut off 
date. If your entry (including the entry fee) is not 
deposited on time,  you will NOT be eligible to play in the 
tournament.   

To reduce the chance of error, please also remember to 
always put your name and the tournament name on the 
entry envelope as well- the entry box gets a lot traffic from 
various sources from time to time, this will help sort it out.    
 
I would like to also remind all members to enter your 
scores into the Golf Canada website as soon as possible.  
Entering a tournament without a handicap can lead to 
confusion as to what division you should be in.   
 
I look forward to our tournaments again this year and hope 
you will play and enjoy as many as you can.  
 
Thanks very much- 

 

Wayne Northup, Match Chairman 
 

 

2014 Tournaments 
 

Date Name Date Name 
May 17-18 Men's Spring Tune-up Aug 18-19 AV Junior Club Championship 
May 30 * Hockey Heritage Aug 19 * Freedom Foundation 
June 14 Doris Brown Memorial (Ladies) Aug 22 * Fall River Lions Club 
June 14-15 Two Man Best Ball/ Scramble (Men) Aug 23-24 Ladies Club Championship 
June 20 * Valley Maple Leafs Aug 23-24 Men's Club Championship 
June 23 * Halifax Water Commission Aug 26 * Century 21 
July3 Avon Valley Junior Invitational Aug 30 (Provisional) Daniels Match Play final 
July 5 Lillian Lapierre 2-ball (Ladies) Sept 5 * KES-Tim Ross Memorial 
July 5 MacPherson 2-ball (Men's) Sept 6 Men's Night Final 
July 8 * SRCF Learning Center for Children Sept 7 Ladies Night Final 
July 11 * Hants Community Hospital Found.         Sept 8 Annapolis Valley Seniors 
July 15 * Mission to Seafarers Sept 10 Ladies Field Day 
July 19-20 Avon Valley-Tim Hortons Mixed Inv Sept 18 (Provisional) Thursday Seniors Finale 
July 22 * ALS- Janet White Memorial Sept 14 Winges & Hodder 
Aug 9-10 AV Mixed Club Championship Oct 4 Cec Scott/ Norm Clarke Harvest Scr. 
Aug 15 * Windsor Lions Club Oct 18 Die Hard 
Aug 17 * Windsor Fire Department Nov 1 Iron Person 

 

* indicates 1:00 PM Shotgun: check the website Tournaments Page for posters, results & other updates  
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 Match (cont)- May 17-18 Spring Tune-up Results   
 
 

 
Tournament Winner – Dean Woodman – 141 

 

Closest to Hole: 
# 5 Sat-  Owen LaPierre 
# 5 Sun- Dean Woodman  

Congrats to James Sherman on his Hole-in- one Saturday on # 11 
 

 

1st Division 
1st Gross: Mark Pryde- 155 
1st Net: Rob Jeffers- 140 
2nd Gross: Chris McCarthy- 157 ® 
2nd Net: James Howard- 147 
3rd Gross: Bill Enright- 159 
3rd Net: Brad Corkum- 148 

2nd Division 
1st Gross: Darrell Kline- 165 ® 
1st Net: Dennis Herx- 137 
2nd Gross: Larry Latta- 165 
2nd Net: John DesRoches- 142 
3rd Gross: Mark DesRoches- 177 
3rd Net: Wayne turner- 147 

3rd Division 
1st Gross: Andy Burnet- 175 
1st Net: Bob Cowley- 134 
2nd Gross: Paul McAdam- 177 
2nd Net: Steve MacKenzie- 136 
3rd Gross: Bill Moulton- 180 
3rd Net: James Sherman- 138 

 
 

 

 
Mark Pryde 

 

 
Darrell Kline 

 

 
Rob Jeffers 

 
Chris McCarthy 

 
Jim Howard 

 
Dennis Herx 

 
Larry Latta 

 
Owen LaPierre 

 

Thanks to all members who came 
out for  our first tournament of the 
season.  Please be sure to get your 
entries in for any upcoming club 
tournaments before deadline 
dates.   
 

Wayne Northup 
Match Chairman 
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What???  from Where??? 
 How it's played: 

Each month we normally print part of a photo and  invite your guess of WHAT  is being pictured FROM WHERE on the 
grounds. The winner of a $5 certificate is then selected  by draw from among the acceptable entries. 
 

 
 

 

At left is the May 2014 pic taken May 5: as always, you can 
check it out in full colour in the on-line version of the Avon Go 
Round once posted. Using a different camera this year, the full-
size pic now measures 5152 x 3864 pixels in the original, from 
which a larger 2200 x 1100 pix contest pic has been cropped, 
then re-sized (in proportion) as at left. Next month we'll show 
the crop as it sits in the reconstituted original.   
 

Have fun... & make sure your entries (see below) are in by the 
deadline for the next issue i.e. June 18, 2014.   

 
 

Recall that there was also a bonus contest in the Nov 
2013 online-only Avon Go Round,  i.e. to identify  
from where the cover photo (right) was taken.  The 
original shot was  4000 x 3000 pix, cropped to 3245 x 
1642 off the top, bottom & RH side & resized to fit the 
Nov cover's print width: we had 2 entries by the 
deadline, both submitted last year, and Doug Olsen's 
was fully correct-  i.e. across 12 fairway from the 18th 
tee: congrats Doug- the Pro Shop will issue your prize. 
Bragging Rights Bonus Question- where else in this 
issue do you see part of the pic at right? 

 
 

 

Enter by e-mail to info@avonvalleygolf.com or c/o the Pro Shop in an  envelope addressed to What? from Where? 
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Remember to support our advertisers, they support us… 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

A few months later Buddy from page 6 comes to the course one fine day with his wife who is now very pregnant but 
who wants to enjoy the day riding along in the cart. Way up on # 6 she suddenly goes into labour.  He calls 911 & 
screams  'My wife is pregnant and her contractions are coming really close together'  The 911 operator asks 'Is this 
her first child?' Buddy shouts 'No, this is her husband!'  
 

 


