President's Report
Well folks, it is that time of the year for things to wind down
at Avon Valley. All in all, 2014 will go into the record books
as a reasonable year for the club, we will have accomplished
our main objectives, new equipment for Dean, new cart paths
and a positive bank balance going into the next year. I think
by the time the dust settles on 2014, and we do all the adding
and subtracting, we will have broken even for the year. In the
golf business in Nova Scotia, that is pretty good.
We are busy now putting the finishing touches on our
budget for 2015. We are gearing up for an even more difficult
year next year, we will have increased competition and
probably fewer members, we will also have some onetime
expenses coming up which are unavoidable- (the lease finishes
on the power carts and eel sharpener): we will be exercising

the buyout, reducing our expenses in 2016 but putting a crimp
into cash flow for 2015. As a result, our capital budget for
next year will be pretty small. Rest assured, we will not make
any compromises on the quality of course maintenance and
Avon Valley will remain as one of the best conditioned
courses in the province.
I would like at this time to thank all members for your
patronage in choosing Avon Valley as the place you want to
play. We value your membership and will continue to provide
services that green fee players do not have access to. In
particular, we will be reviewing our policies in regards to
tournament play and Marshalling. I am confident we will
strike a better balance than in 2014.
Enjoy the winter- we'll see you in the spring

Ross MacLean, President

# 10 tee, mid-afternoon October 21

For the full-colour online version, visit the Newsletter page at http://avonvalleygolf.com
We're located at 595 Falmouth Back Road, Falmouth: see p. 2 for contact information

Contacts
Manager
Pro Shop
Admin Office
Fax

2014-15 Board of Directors
902-798-4405 genmgr@eastlink.ca
902-798-2673 avgcproshop@eastlink.ca
902-798- 4654 avgcc@eastlink.ca
902-788-9889

Avon Valley Golf & Country Club
595 Falmouth Back Road
P.O. Box 101
Falmouth, NS B0P 1L0
Call the Pro Shop to book your times.

http://avonvalleygolf.com

Ross MacLean ……………….………….…..… President
Rob Caissie ……………….……….………Vice-President
Blaine Rooney ….…….….…….………….……Treasurer
Paul Reynolds ………………......… Secretary & Publicity
Bob Purcell …..….……...….… Immediate Past President
Wayne Northup ….……..……........ Match/ Entertainment
Phil McNeil …….…….………….….… Member Services
Chris McCarthy …………….…..……Junior Development
Chris Gray…….…… ………………………….. Handicap
James Howard…….……………………………….. (TBD)

like us on Facebook

follow us on Twitter

Volunteers Needed/ Ideas Welcome: all members are invited to take an interest in the Club's operations- volunteer on a
Board committee, assist with tournaments, events & projects etc. If you have questions or have suggestions to offer,
contact Brad Corkum, General Manager as indicated above, our President, Ross MacLean at ross@avonvalleygolf.com or
any Board member by leaving a message at 902-798-4654 or by sending an e-mail to avgcc@win.eastlink.ca.
Letters or other submissions to the Avon Go Round (articles, photos, contest entries etc.) can be sent to
info@avonvalleygolf.com or left with the Pro Shop or Admin Office addressed to Avon Go Round.
Want a full-size non-cropped copy of any pic from any issue in .jpg format? Ask the editor, same procedure.

General Manager's Report
September has been another great month for golf. We in recent years and both times we were unable to get them
have made up the lost revenue after a slow spring and the finished, mainly due to late season wet conditions that made it
number of rounds played are on track with last year. Expenses impossible to get heavy equipment onto the grounds. We
are on budget and in terms of the bottom line, we're a little made the decision this year to do the paths earlier, in order to
ahead of last year. The three areas that this season are below beat the fall rains. We realize this led to three days of limited
last year for revenue are membership, Pro Shop sales and food play for our members but we felt it was important to make
& beverage. Like most clubs in the province we have seen our sure that this project was not delayed for another year. Also,
membership numbers decline in light of an aging population the contractor would not have been available later in the year
and out-migration, but our guest play revenues have so far so we took the latest date that was available.
more than covered these shortfalls.
When the paving was in progress, we had a day when
I realize that it is inconvenient for members when we we had overbooked tee times. This was my fault for not better
have outside tournaments. Many members cannot play in an communicating with staff, leaving them unaware that the
8:00 AM shotgun. We also sometimes host smaller groups that paving was required closing the back nine for all of that day:
play simultaneously with our members and sometimes these as a consequence, tee times were opened that were in fact not
groups have some non-golfers in them and can be slow. It is available leading to slow play. We also had an outside group
not the intention to irritate the members or try to drive them which had booked long before we got a date for the paving. I
from the Club- our reality is that outside tournament and didn't think it fair to cancel them as the scheduling error was
guest play generate half of our revenue, and given the not their fault: If I had known earlier that this was the date that
provincial demographics I don't see our membership numbers the contractor was ultimately able to come, I would not have
recovering in the near future. Many younger people do not booked the group. My apologies to the members and outside
want to or are not able to commit to the time required to make group for the mix up and the resulting delays they faced, and
membership viable. Many of our former members had to drop to the staff who had to help everyone deal with the situation.
out due to aging or health issues which made retaining their
In closing I would like to thank all staff for their hard
membership impractical. To make up the loss in revenue we work and dedication to our Club. The success we have in a
had to innovate by introducing 10-packs and to be competitive challenging economy is a tribute to our staff. Thanks too to
in hosting more outside events. That said, nobody would the Board and all those who volunteer their time to make this a
welcome a return to our glory days of membership more than better place, and to all our members and visitors who have
me, and probably the Pro Shop staff as well.
supported our Pro Shop and our kitchen, we appreciate your
On another matter, we had inquiries on the reasoning business. Finally, as ever, my door is always open, so please
behind delaying the cartpath paving on 13 & 14 until later in feel free to drop in- your input is always appreciated and
the season. We had plans to do these paths on two occasions
always helps to keep us on track.
Brad Corkum, General Manager
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Avon Valley Senior Men’s Association (Thursday Seniors) 2014 Annual Report
On Thursday, September 25th at 1:30 PM, the 2014 •
Annual Meeting and Dinner was held at the Clubhouse
with a total of 70 members attending. President Dave Tarr
opened the meeting with a call for a moment of silence in
memory of those former members who have passed away
The President then called upon Murray Stenton,
Vice-president, to read the minutes of the 2013 annual
meeting. Following the reading, it was moved by M.
Stenton and seconded by J. Gomes that the minutes be
accepted as read. The motion carried.
•
Under Business Arising from the minutes:
• the Vice-president confirmed that the motion involving
the change in bank signing authority had been
implemented and as a result, all cheques written on the
Association’s bank account would require any two of
the three signatures of the current Executive.
• He also gave a brief update on the implementation of
the Association’s new handicap system: he noted that
this was first used as of August 3rd 2014 and was
working well with only a few minor problems caused
primarily by the small number of in-season scores
(under 20) recorded for each player.
The Treasurer, John Gomes, then presented the
2014 financial report (below): after a brief discussion, it
was moved by John Gomes and seconded by Phil McNeil
to accept the report as presented: the motion carried.
2014 SEASON - FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Beginning Cash Balance
$ 166.43
2014 dues ($89 @ $20)………...
$1,780.00
Weekly Entry Fees…………….
$4, 680.00
TOTAL CASH- 2014 SEASON………...
$6,626.43
2014 EXPENSES:
Weekly prizes………………….
$3,760.00
End of Year Prizes…………….
$ 955.00
Bank Fees……………………...
$ 30.56
Banquet………………………...
$1,622.00
Stationery……………………...
$ 20.00
Trophy Engraving……………..
$ 40.13
TOTAL EXPENSES- 2014 SEASON….
$6,427.69
CASH BALANCE- 2014 (as of Sept 25)
$ 198.74
The President then opened discussion on new
business leading to the following membership and votes:
• Discussion on prize allocation led to a motion from
Dave Scott to change the weekly prize structure by
deleting the “missed cut” prize and adding a prize for
second place winners of the game competition. This
was seconded by Fred McInnis and carried.

It was proposed that for weekly competitions and the
stroke play finale, a drop should be allowed for lost
balls or balls hit out-of-bounds or into hazards, in each
case under penalty of one stroke. In these situations the
ball would be dropped in the fairway nearest to the area
where it went out of bounds, into the hazard or became
lost. After discussion, adoption was moved by Richie
Boyd & seconded by Gary Shupe, and the motion
carried.
It was proposed to amend the Articles of Association to
allow for election of new executive positions every two
years. After discussion, adoption was moved by Mike
Hartlen, seconded by Phil McNeil and carried.

The President next announced that in the future, the
stroke play game for the Dinosaur Trophy will be held two
weeks before the annual dinner and meeting. He also stated
that henceforth, in addition to all previous tee position
amendments, those playing from the white tees will tee
from the front of the tee area on hole #2.
The President then announced the winners of the
September 25th scramble competition as follows:
• Game winners ($34.60 each):
Paul McAdam, Garnet Harvey, Rollie Lee, Don
Morash
• Poker winners ($34.60 each):
Dave Scott, Chuck Warren, Don Budge, Steve LeBlanc
• Missed Cut ($5 each):
Gary Shupe, Al Burroughsford, Fred McInnis
With assistance from the Vice-president the
President then announced the winners and presented the
prizes for the stroke play competition: all winners received
Pro Shop gift certificates as indicated on the following
page.

…/ more
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Thursday Seniors Annual Report (conc.)
st

* Low Gross-

1 Al Baker
2n Jim Davis
3rd Ken Parkin
4th Glen Steward
5th Dave Scott
6th Tom Thomas ®
7th Jim Cunningham
8th Gary Shupe
9th Bob Hartley
10th Al Burroughsford

$50
$40
$35
$35
$35
$35
$35
$35
$35
$35

11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th

* Low Net-

st

1 Carroll Kinsman (wins Dinosaur Trophy) $50
2nd Maurice Lynch
$40
Corale Belliveau ®
Grant Chisholm
Noel Pyne ®
Brian Slaunwhite ®
Ralph Dickey ®
Owen LaPierre ®
Marty Wexler ®
C.P. Williams ®

$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$25
$25
$25

19th Don Mailing
20th Paul McAdam ®
21st John Vey ®
22nd Jim Conway ®
23rd Don Morash ®
24th Cyril Woodman
25th Paul Shaw ®

$25
$25
$20
$20
$20
$20
$20

* Please see the September, 2014 issue of the Avon Go Round for pictures of the low gross & net winners.
Respectfully submitted,
Murray Stenton

What??? from Where???
How it's played:
Each month we print part of a photo (last month's is
below) and invite you to guess WHAT is being pictured
FROM WHERE on the grounds. The winner of a $5
certificate is then selected by draw from among the
acceptable entries- i.e. those that best identify both the
what that's being pictured and the from where the pic was
taken. The September pic (below) attracted four entries…

… and the answer is…
What? looking across the hazard towards 13 green …
From where? from just left of 12 green

September's winner (by draw) is Don Maling, congrats- the Pro Shop will be asked to issue your certificate.
At left is this month's pic, taken October 21- all kinds of
visual clues! As always, you can check it out in full colour
in the on-line Avon Go Round once posted. The full-size pic
measures 5152 x 3864 pixels in the original, from which the
2000 x 1000 pixel contest pic has been cropped, then resized (in proportion) as at left.
Have fun... & make sure your entries (see below) are in by
the deadline for the May 2015 issue, i.e. May 15, 2015.
Enter by e-mail at info@avonvalleygolf.com or c/o the Pro Shop in an envelope addressed to What? from Where?
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Match:
2014 Cec Scott & Norm Clarke Harvest Scramble, Oct 4
Always one of the better fun & social events of each season, this year's event kept up the tradition!
Regrets, no pics: 2nd Low Net – Randy Cox, Kevin Purcell, Steve MacKenzie & Jim Sherman-44.5
Closest to Hole #8 – Murray Ingram, Closest to Hole #11 – Wayne MacDonald

Low Gross – Cec Scott Trophy Winners:
Tara & Dylan Shearer, Cindi & Wayne Northup - 61

Low Net – Norm Clarke Trophy Winners:
Connie & Basil Tone, Lisa & Rob Embree - 43.25

2nd. Low Gross–Chris Gray, Jim Howard, (abs: Jeff
Beazley & Mike Sullivan) - 62

Close to Hole #5 – Lisa Embree

Close to Hole #15 – Martha Lynch

Kevin & Brian

…/ more
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Cec Scott & Norm Clarke Harvest Scramble (cont)

Happy 90th Edith Devine

…/ more
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Daniels U-Pick Match Play Trophy:
In competition are the top eight finishers in this year's Men's Club Championship: final match September 24 (??)
Groups

First Match

Grp 1

Dean Woodman
Evan Caldwell

Second Match

Grp 2

Dean Woodman
1 up
Dylan Shearer
3&2
Dean
8&7

Bill Chipman
Wayne Northup

Wayne Northup
1 up (26th hole)
Mark Pryde
1 up

Mark Pryde
Dean Aza

Winner

Dean Woodman
5&4

Chris McCarthy
Dylan Shearer

Third Match

Mark Pryde
1 up
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2014 Die Hard, Oct. 18

2014 Champions: Phil Brison & Jamie Bond- 60.5

2nd Place: Dean Aza & J. Gordon MacDonald- 62

Closest to Hole #5 - Dennis Herx

Closest to Hole #8 - Lorraine Purcell

Closest to Holes 11 and 15 - Chris Vey
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Membership
I hope that the 2014 golf season was a good one for all our members at Avon Valley Golf and Country Club. Thanks to all
the members who participated in the many club events
Congratulation to the following members who were able to get hole-in-ones this year: if there are any we've missed or any
more before the end of October, we'll show them in the November online issue

Date

Player

Hole Club used Witnesses

May 7
May 17
May 31
July 2
July 4
July 18
July 20
July 24
July 27
Aug 12

Mike Egan
Jim Sherman
Tom Thomas
John Gomes
Ron Theriault
Fred Feeny
Steve Smith
Merril Beach
Jamie Leary
Margaret Chipman

5
5
5
15
8
8
8
5
15
5

8 Iron
6 Iron
7 Iron
Driver
unknown
8 Iron
8 Iron
PW
Driver
4 Hybrid

Ron Josey
Cathy McGinnis
Lisa & Rob Embree
Maurice Digdon, Debbie Digdon, Sharon Gomes
Bob Hayes, Gerry Solomon
Corale Belliveau, Doug Murray
Darlene Smith, Susan George, Mike George
Dave Penney, Bob Spares, Wynn Rutledge
Bruce Spares, Mary Lynn VanTassel, Jeff Spares
Beverly Digdon, Cindi Northup, Lenore Woodman

I hope you all have a great off season. We invite all 2014 members back for the 2015 season and encourage them to have
their friends join them on the course next year as guests or new members.
Phil McNeil
Director, Member Services
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The November, 2014 online-only issue of the
Avon Go Round will include the Iron Person
results, the review of Club improvements
over 2014, information and membership
application forms for the 2015 season and
more.
Something to start thinking about right now…
there will be at least one seat on the Board of
Directors up for election to the for the
upcoming 2015-2016 term: time to consider
throwing your hat into the ring?
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