
Golfers who frequent Avon 
Valley Golf and Country 
Club already know that a 

30-minute ride on a new double-lane 
highway can take them from the heart 
of Halifax straight to the course. But, 
if this is the first you’ve heard of Avon 
Valley, general manager Brad Corkum 
suggests you drop by for a visit. He’s 
been playing golf for 35 years, and he 
knows how to tempt golfers off the 
grid and onto the green.

You don’t need a membership to 
enjoy the course (although, those 
are available). “We have private club 
facilities, but the course is open to the 
public,” Brad says. Such facilities include: 
a beverage cart run seven days per week 
during the summer months, rentals of 
clubs and carts, full kitchen services 
along with extensive seating both inside 
the clubhouse and on a deck overlooking 
the course. “It’s a very relaxed, friendly 
atmosphere,” Brad says.

Haligonians don’t always need good 
weather at home to drop by Avon 
Valley: the course website maintains 
a webcam for players looking to cheat 
the rain. “Halifax gets a lot more fog 
and rain than we do. The whole valley 
gets a lot more sunshine,” Brad says. 
But mild weather is just one feature 
of Avon Valley’s charming location. 
Hand-mown tees and greens, as well as 
carefully trimmed trees, provide ease of 
play, while flower gardens and ponds, 

A VALLEY GEM  
FOR GOLFERS

BY REBECCA SCHNEIDEREIT PHOTOS MELISSA KELLY AND AVON VALLEY GOLF CLUB



L–R Robert Basterashe, Jean Hall, Danny Ross, Brad Corkum

occasionally graced by ducks and 
turtles, also enhance the view. The club 
even receives a few four-legged guests. 
“We have a herd of about a dozen deer 
that are around the golf course all the 
time. It’s rare that you play here that you 
wouldn’t see deer,” Brad says.

Although they’re picturesque, Avon 
Valley’s fairways may challenge even 
experienced golfers. “We roll our greens 
to make them faster ... they’re in excellent 
condition, but they’re challenging,” 
Brad says. “Most of our greens have 
contours, so the putting here is very 
tricky.” That’s not to say that the course 
is overly arduous. “It’s an easy course 
for speed of play and playability.” The 
marshalled course maintains 10-minute 
tee times that keep play lively, and a 
player’s assistant is always available to 

answer questions. In fact, since most of 
the staff at Avon Valley are themselves 
golfers, guests rarely need to look far for 
whatever assistance they require.

Avon Valley’s unique environment 
has attracted golfers of every variety. 
“We’re really lucky,” Brad says. “We get 
a lot of all age groups … from eight-year-
old kids to 90-year-old members.” To 
accommodate its varied clientele, Avon 
Valley offers special clinics for youth 
players and hosts weekly men’s, ladies’, 
and juniors’ nights, as well as a reserved 
slot for seniors’ play. Additionally, 
reduced green fees are offered after 1 
p.m. for golfers whose schedules won’t 
allow them to sneak away during the 
morning. Players itching to test their 
mettle can take part in a tournament; 
Avon Valley hosts several annually, from 

primarily social occasions to the more 
serious club championship.

Avon Valley Golf and Country Club 
welcomes one-time guests, repeat 
visitors (five- and 10-round packages 
are available) and full members 
(memberships are discounted for youth 
and shareholders between ages 19-30). 
So, whether you want to spend the 
whole summer on the green, or you can 
only spare an afternoon, why not take 
a trip to Avon Valley? Chances are, the 
weather’s good.  FLH
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